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The Lord Feſus ſhall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and abey 
| not the goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chrift ; wha 
Bs ball be puniſhed with everlaſting - deſtrution. - 
| from the preſence 7 the _ and the Lee f 
his power | 
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fine of of which has a ua to — 
nowledge, and exalt our minds, (which is | 
doubtleſs the caſe) but alſo and chiefly as diſco-, | 
veries of the utmoſt importance and concern to us 7 
; All, which when cordially believed and attentive. © 
ll > * er, have (rough divine grace) N | 
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moſt happy influence on our temper and con- 
duct. And it is highly probable that Chriſtianity 
would flouriſh much more than it does among us, 
if the Miniſters of the Goſpel imitated in this, 
their Example; and Fed both ſaints and ſinners to 
the more frequent and ſerious conſideration of 
it _-. thoſe -+ ar which will ſoon take place. i 
e. Wonld we ſucceſsfully call finners to repens 
Ti tance? Like Paul 2 at Athens, we 
| | oald, teſtify, that Cod bath appointed a day in 
[4 zohich he will Judge the world in righ Ge by. 
1 that man id hem he hath ordained. — Would we 
| make the {immers in Zun afraid? Would we 
$1 wiſh to ſee. fearfulneſs ſurprize the hypocrites ? 
with the Prophet we muſt demand, ho. can en- 
durt devouring fire ? Who can dwell with everlaſt-. 
| ing burnings Would we-perſuade the delicate 
nud. effeminate to ſelf-denial and mortification, 
123 to rut off the right hand and to pluck out the right 
eye, which end? We muſt, with our Lord, 
remind them, that jt is better one of their members 
old periſh, than that their whole body ſhowld be 
caſt into hell, where the worm dieth not and the fire 
3s not quenched. Would we fortify the timorous 
againſt the fear of man, which rare #7 iageth a 
2 and often leadeth into fin? We muſt ex- 
hort them in the words of Jeſus, not to frar this 
zoho can only kill the body, but rather to fear hin: 
1000 can afrey both body and foul in hell. * 
3. In ſhort, whether we would rouſe the care- 
et or excite che indolent, or reclaim the back - 
flider, or comfort the diftreſt, or ſuccour the 
14 tempted, or encourage the faint-hearted, or ani- 
mate the faithful ſoldier of Jefus Chriſt pati- 
. ently to endurt hardſhips, courageouſly fight his 
enemies, valiantly conquer the powers of dark- 
f neſs, and ſerze ths crown of everlaſting life — 
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_ we ſhould bring the Day of Judgment in views 1 
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| 6 
with the terrors of. hell and the Joptul hetvecy 
and fetch our arguments, >= pa and encau- 
fagements thence.—Thus will th ut-hearted 
and thoſe who are far from ri cba neſs, tremble, 
with Felix (who was alarmed at Pots reaſoning 
concerning a judgment to come 2 enquiring 
what muſt we do to be ſaved, wi — and be 
converted, that their ſins may be blotted 6 And 
thus will the true believer rejoice in hap 7 be. 
glory of God; and while for the; Joy — is ſet be- 
fore him he endares the croſs and deſpiſes the ſhame, 
he will give all diligence to be found of Chriſt ab 
his coming in peace, and without ſpot and blamelsſs. 
4. Since then theſe are ſueh neceſſary and 
fruitful ſubjects of diſcourſe, and ſo repeatedly 
offered to our conſideration in the ſacred ffrip- 
co it may be profitable for us, freq 2 
our thoughts upon them. That we ma 
do —— r a few momentsat this time, I have. 
choice of this moſt alarming paſſage of Scrip- 
ture, in which the Apoſtle, with a. view: to their 
comfort and ſupport under their ſufferin puſs | 
| the perſecuted Church. of God at T 
in e of the very different Kate of of: 
which would ſoon take place, with re- 
park's them and their perſecutors. God (fays 
e) will recompence tribulation to-thaſe who. : 
you, and to you who are troubled reft-with us, when: }. 
tbe Lord Teſus ſball be reveakd with int mighty: 


Engels in flaming fire;taking —_— on them that” 


&now nat Gad, and obey. not th goſpel of our Lern 


. Chrift,. wha (adds he) ſhall be puniſped uiid 
wwerlaſting deft 5 oo preſence Tat Lord: _ 
rem Pm th pr bio power, © C08 
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Al K. A. K 
1 1 e certainty and manner of our Lord's 
ſicond coming. | 


Fi nu. The character of them who ſhall then be 


_ the objects of his wrath. 


m. The nature and duration of the puis 
ment which he will inflict upon them. bs 


© Theſe are all very important points, and well 
deſerve our moſt ſerious conſideration. - | | 

I ſhall confine myſelf at preſent to the fuſt 
of them, VIZ, 

I. The certainty and manner of 'our Lord's 
* ond ng. 


1. Po to the certainty of his ſecond coming, 
they who read and credit the Oracles of God, can 
entertain no doubt at all concerning it. It is 


there foretold and deſcribed fo * and 


_ clearly, and with ſuch vari and 


expreſſion, that the moſt care r can hardly 
avoid obſerving and underſtanding it. If there- 
fore I produce ſome Scripture-teftimonies of this 
Truth, it is not ſo much with a view to illuſtrate 


and confirm it, as to impreſs ſo uſeful a ſubject 
8 more deeply upon our minds. For it is too ma- 


niſeſt, Sari may be believed —— 
where it no means, its proper influence. 
2 trade fork that this event was foretold 


| by the ancient Prophots as well as by, Chriſt 


es. Even Enoch of old prophe 425 
— ehold the Lord cometh with ten thouſandof bis 


Saints, to execute judgment upon all. A truth this 
4 which the Pſalmiſt was not ignorant, for in 


the 50th Pſalm, he teſtifies, ur God ſhall... 


come, and all nat keep fine a fire fall dre; | 
. 3 F 3 


N 
before biin, and it ſhall he very tempeſluous round 
ut bim: he ſhall. call the heavens from aloue and 
the earth, that be may judge his people. Theſe 
dictions, ſo clear and expreſs that their, Ente 
muſt be obvious to all, are confirmed and illuſ- 
trated by the teſtimony of Daniel, chap. vii. ver. 
9. 10. I beheld (a he) till the thrones were 
caft down and the Ancient of Days did fit, whoſe gar» 
ment was white as ſuatu, and the hair of his head hike 
pure wool; his throne was like the 2 'y flame, and 
bis wheels as burning fire'; a fiery ue and 
came forth from before him : thouſand they ands mi- 
vi red unto him, and ten thouſand times tenthouſand 
before him : the judgment was jet, and the 
books were opened What a ſublime and inimitably 


grand doſcription have we here, mix d with admira- 4 


ble ſimplicity? TY does it exceed, in theſes 
reſpects, to be met with in merely * 
9 How plainly does it aper 
to have been the effect, not of genius and art, but 
of. a mind, through the influences of the divine 


ſpirit, elevated with the grandeur, awed with he 4 


majely, and ſtruck wi th che terrar of the ſubject. 


1 heſe ancient prophecies of our Lord's fe — 4 


— coming haue the ſanction of his oumfau se 


thority, not only as Sn 1 


as being — b 


delivered by himſelf, S well le upon earthas 15 8 


aſter his aſcenſion into heaven, and that both be- 
fore friends and enemies. I ſhall produce only tus 
or three of theſe as a ſpecimen of the reſt. Tins | 
ny —＋ the Elders e bad 
boldneſs, or prefumptuous wic rather, 
en en Judge to take bis 
e at their 27 iyrwys 7 he teſtified, 
ereaſter ſhall ye fee on 1 
A b Ene, power, and coming Ir 


e o his friends , omni, he 
Lg 


often foretold the ſame event, — with a dif- 


forent view, not merely to convince and alarm, 


but alſo and eſpecially to comfort and encourage 
them. Thus, when predicting and deſcribing the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the ruin of the Jew- 
iſh church and polity, he ſlides (as it were) inſen- 
_— — this important ſubject typified by that, 
= 2 er the tribulation of thoſe days, the 
fun ng be darkened and the moon ſhall not grot her. 
tight, and the flars ſhall fall from. heaven, and the 
powers 4 heaven ſhall be ſhaken ;. and then ſhall 
. 4 e fenof of the Son of Man in| eaves : 
| ths ſhall all the tribes M the 2 mourn, and they 
Ball [ſee the Son f Man coming in the clouds bea- 
ven with power and great glory. And in the next 
chapter, (Matt. xxv.) which, it ſeems, contains 
the laſt public diſcourſe our Lord pans before 
he was offered up, he declares to all, hen the 
San 15 Man ſhall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him ; then ſhall he fit upon the throne 
of his glory, and before him. ſhall be gathered all 


7 
To theſt expreſs and particular declarations 


delivered by our-Lord, while he tabernacled upon 
earth in his ſtate of humiliation, we may ſubjoin 


dais teſtimony from heaven, after he entered upon 


his ſtate of exaltation, and was inveſted with all 
poo in heaven and on earth. The faithful and 
i witneſs, the Alpha and Omega, when he takes 
mis ſblemn leave of us, in the concluſion of the 
cords of truth,, teſtifies, bott to friends and 
does, "Behold, I come guicily, blefſed in hes that 
het the edn 5. ayings of the prophecy of. hi book: 
chola, I come quickly, and my rewardss 
Frm me, to give- unto every man according as. his 
wort ſhall be. And yet He that. teftificth 
theſe things, faith, “ Surely I come quickly” To 
Aich the church replies, Amen ;.//6 2 | 


> 
EC 4 


ODOT”. W077 


% AO Kn 


2 


191 l 
= ſuf. Thus by three teſtimonies from the lips 
dbl Veracityz i is this glorious truth efta- 

5. But that a doctrine ſo ſuperior to reaſon 
and yet abſolutely certain and deeply intereſting, 
might want no kind of evidence calculated to gain 
it etedit, meſſengers were ſent immediately from 
heaven to bear witneſs to it. Thus wien our 
Lord had given his Apoſtles their laſt commiſſton, 
and while tbey beheld was taken up from. ny 4 


cloud e bim out 3 their ſight ; while they 
hoked ſtodſ- as wh mens be- 
N 22 — in white who 


en of Galilee, why ”* a 
ch Sm Gu 3% 4%, is taken up 


you into heaven, 25 — again in lite man- 
2 as you have ſaen him go into beauen. 


2 bis — of the holy Angels, «v4 
n 


ſpirits of the made perſect, is freque 
firmed by that of the Holy Spirit oped 


mouths of the Apoſtles, 'But as I would ave 
be tedious, I forbear to quote any particular 


- paſſages, chuſing rather 2 refer you to their 1 9 


ſermons, as recorded by St. Luke in the 
and to their various epiſtles, where you fr 

ly. meet with many glorious — . of: = 
grand event. The teſtimonies already 


are more than fufficient, OY 
us in the firm belief of this L — oh 


but alſo (which is moſt wanting) to impreſs it A 


deeply upon our minds. Good reafon have we 


to ſettle it in our hearts, that as our Lord is gans * 
before to prepare à place for us, ſo he will come | 


again to receive us to himſelf, that where he is 
ave. may be a * that to thoſs who lac for him he 
twill appear . ſecond time ale 47 unto wo ſalua- 
tion, 

8 a 
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At the deſtined period ſhall retu W 7 
He, once on earth, who bled for human guik, 
+ * And with him all our triumph o'er the tomb. 


For then will he change our vile bodies and 
render them like unto his glorious body. Then will 
he be glorified in his ſaints, and admired in all that 
believe. F % 4 * + 
7. Let us reſt aſſured then, tho' the viſion. i®: 
for an appointed time, yet in the end it ſhall 4 
and ſhall not lie. When the exact perigt 7 
arrive indeed we know not, nor can we | 
to know, ſince (as our Lord aſſures us) it is 
kept a ſecret not only from all the men upon -- 
earth, but likewiſe from all the angels in neaven” - 
But this we know, it will only be deferr'd till d 
myſtery of God ſhall be finiſb' d; till the pro hecies 
Thall be all fulfill'd, and a ſufficient numbet 4 
deem'd from among men. — therefore any [coffers 
=, ariſe in theſe laſt days, walking after their own H 
und ſaying, Where is the promiſe of his coming f "fo 4 
ever ſince the Fathers fell aſleep, all things contimud 
nt they were: we reply, One day is with the Lird as -. 
* 88 years, and a thouſand years as o aye 1" + 
No time is long or ſhort with him who is E. 
nal: He can do the work of a thouſand year$41 
done day, and a thouſand years, nay, the longeſt 
time, is no delay to him. He it not therefore 
flo concerning his promiſe of coming again, tho! 
 Jome men count it ſlowneſs, but he is long ſuſfer- 
ing to usward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but rather that all ſhauld come. to repentance. 
8. But the day of the Lord will come, and when 
it comes it will come ſuddenly. and unexpectedly, 
as a thief in the night, ſo that when men hall fo | 
&« peace and ſafety,” then ſudden dgſtructian comet 
| them as travail upon a woman 1with child, aud 


they ſhall not eſcape, For behold (as Jeſus) J. 


Ca 


uw 


E 


come as athief at unawares, and at ſuch an hour 
at ye think not the Son of Man cometh. —Bleſſed is 
he, therefore, that watcheth and keepeth his gar- 
ments, left he walk naked, and they ſee his ſhame. 
Watch we, therefore, for we know not at what 
hour our Lord doth come. For if we will not watch, 
he will come as a thief, and we ſhall not know what 
hour he will come upon us. If, like the evil ſervant, 
we {oy in our heart, Our Lord delayeth bis coming, 

begin to ſmite our fellow-ſervants, and to eat 
and drink with the drunken, our Lord ſhall come 


in a day when we look not for him, and in an hour 


that we are not aware of, and will cut us aſunder, 
and appoint us our portion with hypocrites and un- 
believers. There ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 
W ä 8 
Enquire we next into the manner of his coming. 
In what form, with what attendants, and in 
what cireumſtances will he appear? | 


1. Will God's Eternal Son again for our ſakes 


diveſt himſelf of his glory, relinquiſh his felicity, . i 


aſſume our nature and ſuffer in our ſtead? Bei 
made fleſh, will the Creator of all again becomis 


deſtitute of every earthly accommodation, fo. aw 
not even to have a place where to lay his head," 
tho the very foxes have holes and the birds of th 


air have net? Will he again endure hunger and 
thirſt, cold and nakedneſs, wearineſs hard- 
ſhip of every kind? Will the ſovereign. Lord 
of the Univerſe, and the final Judge of Ange 
and of Men, again ſuffer. himſelf to be 
hended by his creatures, arraign'd, tried 


els 

and 

condemned ; to be inſulted, ſpit u ſcourged 
and crucified ? Will the ever- bleſſed Jeſus again 
groan under a mountain of Guilt and ſuſtain the 
he is conſtrain'd to 
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wrath of incenſed jultice, 
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4 Lonfeßß, Mb ſoul ir exoretiing ſorrotful, and fur 
_ Eonlefs, 4h f. e feorat 


LR arm tale he pang of deat and the 
+3 ite again ſuffer the the 
Light of To World go out in darkness? 
2. Oh, no! Theſe days of his humiliation and 
ſorrow are paſt, and will return no more. For 
having vanquith'd his and our enemies upon the 
croſs, and led them in triumph at bis chariot wheels 
when he aſcended far above alf heavens, in re. 
ward of his victorious ſuffrrings, he is inveſted 
with power and dominion irrefiſtible and eternal, 


and is raiſed to a throne of glory at che Father's 


right-hand. © Becauſe ' when he wwns in the form 
M4 Gol, he 'emptied himpelf of his honour anti 
happineſs,: latin the rm of a ſervant, und being 
made in the likeneſs of men; and being fonntt it: 
the faſhion of a man, humbled himſelf, becoming 
ebetlient unto detth; even the death of the orafs ; 
therefore God alfo hath highly exalted him, and given 
Bim a name 1 name, that at the name of 
Feſus every nee ſhould bow, of thoſe in beauen, and 
Be: in earth; and thoſe worries hah and eve 


unge ſpouli _ Fefus Cbriſt is Lord o 


the Father, And not he reigns 
ry ſupreme, Sovereign bfangels and 


den, King of 'kings, and Lord of lotds. The 
government of the univerſe reſts upon his ſhonld- 


or | | 
ers, and all perforis and things are at his diſpoſal 
= - and under his direction. — a> "_ 
3. This Yignity and glory of our exalted Lord 
Lowers, hid from the world; and hence their 


is, 


* 


Atobedience to his commatits, contempt. 6 Ma 
'B It 


-authority, and neglect of his falvation. 


'his ſecond coming he ſhall be manifeſted and 


_ diſcovered in all his ezcellent majefty and divine 
perfections, and therefore it is called the revelation 


df Jeſus-Chriſt. For tuen it will be revealed, 15 
#3 19 ct „ tw „ „55. 4 S&. * . 
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« The Bake ef Ne bow unlike the . | 
. That groan'd on __ Yet heit is 
50 Thaz man ef rene to 2407 


— Ling on the right-hand of power, and coming in 
273 raven; and again of his coming in the 


„ tat gl; and 
4 Jet 
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15 meta coming in his glory with all-bis Sey; | 
| 11725 when he will ſ 12 5 the Pac nk 
| ſhall only add! re) ch! was; 

1 8 the 23. t. John pe 5 ſecond 
| coming, k. he, 2 4 — ent 2 27 7 
bite honſe e that ſat upon him was 

Faithful 1 246 75 Tue, andin righteduſheſs doth he 

| ard male war, Hi 1s ches Were as a Jo. 25 

ul on his head were many crowns, a d 

emi noritten which'no man knoweth ods 

and was "clothed with a vg rg gc 

and his nama is called The World of God. "Hil bas 

of bit month goeth a ſhary two-edged. ſword, that 

with it be may 755 the nations, and he ſhall rule 
i mn” 22 a rod Hiram: er he 3 12 _ 

Fe, : quires e wwrat mughty Gad. 

LE Mndbe ba — tre, aud ay a name 

Co Written, ane or t 281 n er of 
A 15 928 8111 727 | 

„ Whats glorious diſcovery was 8 afford= 

| Lathe Apoſtle! What a — and moſt — 

[EPR . deſcription does he give us! What .an au | 

+ perfonage is here repreſented to dur view! ut, 

ahl how much more will 7 . ef 

*S$rike-us' when it is made by perſon, 
wy and we ſhall ſee him as he is !—Shall ſee heaven 

| open, and the Sor of God in the Pane of Mie 

Ji ineffable n. n 4 


25 os, On an empyre 1 22 

2. Awfally rad rais'd, 15 n's 1. — Son ! 

© 0c e e ere „omnipotence . 
1% Support the train of their triumphant: Prince 

20 2 Ni ſhades the ſolemn arches of his . 


eee 
And now what is all the fulſonne pride. of . 


— and the affected pomp which decora 
ofa . to e e dnl 
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ion, the day of — X won 
1 ars-vaniſh before the riſing ſun Ah 
ow will all the Tings of the earth; und the rene 
men and the rich men, and the-chief daptainis; 1 | 
the mighty meny be then aſhamed! of: that van 


ſelves, and confounded at their 


neglected his great vation, thall yl 
him fc 
6. But further. To give us a ſtill clearer 
of the dignity of our exalted Saviour, and the gi 
1of his ſecond coming, belides his perſonal 3 
leneies and divine majeſty, which « will be chen 
. fully diſplay d, his attendants are likewiſe mention -: 
ed in our text, and in other of Scripture?-: 
Ae 


> 
#' > 


for they will yet more illuſtrate. that glorious 
day of his — > already ſeen dow BM 
he ſhall be revealed from % en, whic ts G 
it were) unfold its cryſtal ports, or cleave ifs 
ſtarry plains aſunder, and diſcoyer.ioftantly to dur i 

view a great white throne and him tbo fits upon ui, 
whoſe face heaven and carth flee. azay,,and © "WM 

there ts no place found for them; and at the bt 
of whom, conſternation, terror and diſmay n 


orerwhelm the ange and eternally exti 
Brant + 2»39 2 . : 5 T + 
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is 
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De of mie und PR "Da 
the. Apoſtle further ſays 2 . 
n 1 why ci 


Batre cites 


gs — unte _ nd 
time: ten they 
ve wehere | How = 


1 155 How chang ee meekly te 1. 
„ Vouchſaf * the feet nel protencta 8 
Ft From. Rank wh who was forſook, betrayett denied 
eee d, pray id, led, thirked, Poo” 
I Hung, iereld and bare, inſalted by the ſoe, N 
el IA tears abore, earth unconcern'd. be ⸗ 
bs e f 


vv . Theſe his holy angels will not only Aeon 0 
7 as attendants upon his perſon, to 9 ö 

divine power and authority, and to' diſpla | 
royal grandeur and magnifieence, vu likev * 
. miniſters of his will, to execute his purpoſes of 
WE; love to his people arid of wrath to His enemies. 
" Theſe, as barb of His glory, Thall prepai 


= = 
— 2 — — - 


CNETIGTS 
——— . — 
— ** py a by o — - [EY - 
«a ec A oo woe egy <A ew Roo — — 
— a . 
3 


3 
— * , 
— -_ > 


dme way before him, and make ready for the ap- 
118 ce of the Uniyerſal Judge | 7 ſaw (fays 
"the Apoſtle John) a mighty Angel come down fre: mM 
| $eaven, clothed with a cloud, and à rain bow was 


. 
15 ugh 
* 
by ks. - 


Ls 


"Frag T] "289 
| his head, and his face was. (as it "of 
0, nd Gf as rt oe Cle þ 

vat 
ale eb 


rait, and quben e. even, 
by > ES wh RE y * to 
heaven, re, in f | 
|" ever, obo created. hauen and earth of the ſeq, 
that there ſhould'be time no longer; but ery 
T Gad ſhould be finiſhed, as he be bad declared to. bis 
nts the Prophets. 


And now before, | . i. n Ho Ty ty 


_ dens terrible all heave de * 
25 Ne. pel with his MY 


„ As clouds 447] Plots, that 1 . 
The ſcene diy ine, ſweeps = and ay 

cc for: iT droſs removed,heaven' jap ane 
* Full on the confines. of our” Biber flames.”*- 


oh Preparation bei us. made, the "mM of | 
Man appears in his ing thu all his * — 4 | 


for er, 


1 1 * 


ro 7 05 be ſends , theſe, his A. Il 
_ with @ great of a trumpets. ebey ball 7 4 
gather together his ęledi from one e 4 


the other.” And: as they are. gmployed, a$. the 

inſtruments of his good-will and 'condeſeer 

= to his redeemed,, whom K will. 

3 the world, and gather ot wheat inte "firs 

; garner ; ſo kkewiſe © 5 pies miniſtars 

of his vengeance whom. at * A 

time of the g . . - 
Ku like tares, and bind in tibrdVe 

at the end of the e 
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th his angels th 
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"fire. there _= be weeping and vad 8. 
ng of tee 
9. Another circumſtance mentioned in our 
text attending our Lord's ſecond coming (and the 
"laſt I ſhall 1 of) is, chat he ſhall 
be revealed in faming fire. This particular was 
alſo re — to = in that prophetic vi- 
ion which God gave him of this grand event. 
He ſaw (as he tells us) bis throne lile the 
"Fame, and bit — as burning fire, while a 
- fiery ſtream iſſued and came forth from before bim 
As of old the Lord rained upon Sodom and Go- 
morrba, brimſtone and fire 2 the Lord out of 
. heaven; and overthrew thiſe cities, and all the plain, 
and all the ' inhabitants -of thoſe cities, and that 
whichgrew upon the ground, ſo at the conſumma- 
tion of all things, when he ariſes to ſhake terribly 
= 'the earth, with that fiery ſtream which iſſues and 
Comes forth from before him, he will burn up the 
aan with its increaſe, and melt down the founda- 
e,. the mountains ; yea, a fre ſbull be kind- 
.. bid anger, -which Gall burn'ta the netherma 
_. :: Bell, hall burn and mall not be quenthad. We 
ko chat be brovens. and che earth which. 45 
ere, are by by the worii o wA Ze ore, raſerved 
. againſt nb. 22 ire pate ze 
geh men: And 
the beuvent p. 


ni hari pr i 
_ Mr elements milt oh fervent beat, the carth and 
= Wow Tee wht Salt bt rathllyGurat 2p. 
| * ety At that deftined hour, 3 
k BOTS trumpet ſummon'd to the chirges. | 
5 > all the 
oc 


ll ſons of fire, 
eatthqunkes, comets, lightnings, play 


„ Their various engines; all-at-once difgorge 
„ Theinbtazing cry and takeby* ſtorm 
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en. poor, * of man.“ 


a 19 1 
' $0, To add che greater tefror to this weft er 


rible period, the Scriptures. repreſent it as hap- 
pening at midnight.—t — 275 Jeſus) 
there was 4 cry made, Behold the Bridagroam cam 
erb, g ge forth to meet bim. And the 
*\Aj in his firſt Epiſtle to the 
intimates the fame, - where he the. times 
and ſcaſons ye have no need that Write n- 


to 70 urfelves know, perfecihy, that the 
4% . the oil — 7 in the nigbt.— 
| Mies, this cannot be the caſe with reſpect ta. 
the whole earth, it being always day in one part or 
other of it: But it may be the caſe with regard 
to thoſe parts of the earth -whieh are — ws 14 
N e * 1 
of the Theſe may be — ry 
the diſmal We of darkneſs, when this awful 1 
day inſtantly blazes forth. So it ſeems our Poet, 
whole fontiments on chis ſubject are always as juſt 
4 they Fer ter Arr hom, therefore, I can 
bardly, quote too R 


e kt; hen are, pmaph Jn gente, 43 
% nd worldly fancy. — n dreams; | 
At midnight; tis preſumed, this ſcene will burſt 
1% From tenfold darkneſs, ſudden as the ane hurt 
-«<: From ſmitten Keel, from nitrous blaze 4 
- 08 Man ſtarting a fbr 


11. Then, as was ted ta St. John, | 
there be.a-great tart 1 udke, and the ſun ſhall * * 
: become black as ſackclath of hair, and the maon 55 
became as bliod, and the furt heaven i fall 
| unto the earth, even at a figtree caſteth her untimely 
| figs, when ſhe is ſhaken-of a mightywizd... And the 
| heavens Pall depart-as a ſcroll uilen it is rolled ta- 
© gether, and every mountain and iſiand hal 


wo} Adds. wt ⁵IA ↄ ꝶęꝶ —³ oh Bras BR. oo tn 3, 


1 be MOU 
ed out of their place: Mui the kings of the earth, and 

0 the great men, and the rich men; umd tis chief cap- 
| bY tains, 
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- tains, and the mighty men, and every bottdman, and 
N freeman, ſhall hide themſetves in the dens ayd 
in the rocks of the mountains, and ſhall ſay to the 
- mountains and rocks, * Fall on us, and liude us from: 

> the face of him that ſitteth upon the throne, and fron 
- the wrath of the Lamb : for the great day of his 

* wrath it du wes ſhall be able to Rand. d f es 
indeed, when | has vc 
45 + Above, l dA eee Þ 
% Terror and glory join'd in their extremes, 


- 


| a 46 Our God 1 m grandeur, and our world.on fire! job . 


ert 12. And now let us turn aſide. and fe this 
1 fight. Let us ſtand ſtill and confider ; 
emn ſcerie here opened to our view! 15 ra 
help of that faith. which. is the evidence of, than | 
not ſeen, let us contemplate the avefut maj 
and terrible grandeur of that day, if "ge 
- ſenſes can J. 228 the dreadful _ of its wk t, 
Re; our feeble faculties re 4 20 9 of 
ts Ver- powering brightneſs an oni ter- 
rors N — mut it ſurpriʒe and 91255 the 
fſecure ſinner, and how muſt it ſtrike all men 
with amazement and awe, in the dead of night, 
1 to be ſuddenly awaked out of the repoſe. of their 
laſt ſleep, by the confuſed noiſe 3 roar 


g J of trumpets ſqunding, thunders grumbing, Fars 


ruſhing, - elements melting, waves 


ſea toffing, and the | quaking I. Ah Tae * 
will the Nouteſt heart fail for fear, and ſink with : 
\ horrible dread, to hear the ſudden. cruſh of 


| worlds, and behaldthe wreck of univerſal nature ! 
To ſee | 3 
. TS : mi BE Rach ISAT height: - 
, « Outburn Veſuvius ; rocks eternal p | 
Their melted maſs, as rivers once pou 'P 
Stars ruſh, and final ruin fiercely drive | 


eee een” er 


. ar the — of tt ad evling ox 
wild and diſorder, when 
liged to behold with their eyes (and 
iſmal: I) and feel to their ſorrow, 
Y not once believe, or cb engt! 
&w they: can idiſpelieve and iſorget no danger. 
[Fhe great and:texrible day oi the Lord is e 


0 1 The fatal period, the t hour 1s . * 
And nature ſnrinks at her approaching dvo 1 

Loud peals of thunder give the 12 und al 

His terrors in array ſarround the b 

by Sharp lightnings with the-meteors — 855 

And dafting — weekl on re, ad 


. . Nam the day is *aftually. come which burns as an 
wen, and all the proud (all infidels) and all thatdo 
8 (all impenitent 12 ſhall be 25145 
the day is came that Mall burn them up, ap 
1 them neither” root nor. branch. 
nd an alarm 


13. Bliu ye the trumpet in Zion, 
7 - 25 t all a in hitants 727 the 


in the holy nauntain; 
Jand tremble, for the Jap the Lord Was is 
nigh at hand: a day of. darkneſs 27! "g SM 
a day of ho andof thick darkneſs | 
h with dis holy 3.4 fire devou 222 f 
| n a flame burneth. Sees ye bl, .. 
*. che victorious blaze of irrefiftible and all conquer⸗-- 
ing fire! It rends the rocks, conſumes the.foref}s, ! 
melts down, the mountains, lays cities, yea ele 
kingdoms in aſhes, and envelopesthe whole earth! | 
' Behold, it riſes, ſwells, ſpreads, and overwhelms | 
Fe e W in the mean 1 
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It. 7 5 s ſhoot thro) the ben if 
ith 


een vibra cut the ſull night, 
freak the A i e ol light,” 


Hear, ye deaf, the re-bellowing 16 Aggra- | 


vated. roar of hoarſe:muttering thunder, the 
uy voice of the great archangel, and the all- 


r of Oo Feel, ye ſtout-hearted, 
quaking and yy the mountains 
[ — and removing, and 
- ſinking, the vallies heaving 221 riſing! Feel, or 
be for ever hardened, the ſhock. of conflictin g 
elements, and the,daſh of ruined worlds! 
22 Awake! awake ! ye ſleep ſinners! ſhake 


ur fatal flumbers! Ariſe from the bed 

and the lap of enchanting pleaſures! 
Haſte, haſte, and Hee for ſhelter from this d 
of - wrath and unrelenting fury ! If you delay t.. 
, this day overtake you, then, alas! whither c. 
© you flee? The earth quakes, trembles, and ope1i3. 


© under your feet; the ſtorm of divine vengeante | 


lowers and burſts upon your guilty h and 


ruin and perdition ſurround you on every hand! 


The frowning Judge, whoſe juſt indi gnation 
vyou have avg a; and whoſe almighty: wrath 


rant ſins have kindled, fixes his 1 eye 
u, and marks you out as the butt, at 


1 oy Which will ſhoot his fiery arrows, and direct 
| the thunder-bolts of his everlaſting indignation. 
© And now tis in vain to cry to the rocks and 


mountains to fall upon you and hide you; the 


rocks and mountains rend and cleave aſſunder, 
ſtee away and leave you deſtitute and for- 
1 expoſes to all the artillery of omnipo- 


| tene fury, and in the miſt of dack and. bey : 


. torment. 
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15. Gz, that men were wiſh, that they unde hu, 
this, that they would confider their latter end i. Is 


[1 

that they would lay theſe things to heart, ar 
tale heed left at any time their hearts be overeharys 
ed with furfeiting and drunkenneſs, and the cares ＋ 


4 

tis life, and ſo that day come upon them unapuaręs, 
— or IS — ſeull it come upon all rem that 
> .chvell upon the face of the earth ! Oh, that they 
. would watch and pray always, that they _ 

thoſe things.which are coming upon the. 40 

4 ö aal fn! before the Son of Man, with joy and not 
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© n THESS. 1 5 . Ly 


The Lord Jeſus ſhall be ena from heaven, 

with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 

. vengeance on them that know not God, and obey 
vor the goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


T being abſolutely certain that our Lord 
2 will again, and when he comes, will 


be revealed in n al the glory of his majeſty, 


| 7 andi in all the terror of his juſtice; not properly in 
the character of a Saviour, but in that of a Tal, 


to examine into the conduct of all mankind, and 
paſs a final ſentence upon them according to their 
Works 3—it 3 concerns all men to lay theſe 


becauſe what is always reaſonable 

one, cannot be done too ſoon ; but 

may be of the moſt dangerous 

e, for at ſuch an hour as we think not, 

the ga 7 Man — N if when he cometh, 
he find us unp ors are undone for ever. 

2. And yet ( cadbul to fay!) almoſt all mans 


negle& of this matter! While e 


ge, however trifling and tek ah | 
* y and cagerly preced, bs 


* to prepare for his a 
I 1 ; 


E 3 


4 A : H<_ 8 ” hs * Y © * 
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* The toy | of. buſtneſy-is 
the phantom Tat hoodie: 
ed, the enchantments of pleaſure * I 
e pr Sue .the dream of amuſement ſo- | 
licitouſly yg = in ſhort,. the things of time 
and ſenſe, tho' tranſitory in their duration,-ur> 
certaiy.in their ap, ws | in their na- Is 
e, and even perplexing in their; enjoyments «4 
theſe K cr fen the attention and engroſs the affec- 3 
$pa. 07. I low, young and cha rich and 
the mean time, our immortal-intereſts, 1 
8 of our God, and the cternel advans 7 


es and pleaſures of religion, are . buri- 
be in oblivion and+neg el. — is 
this conduct indeed, bu but too certainly may it be 


Jaid to the charge of the generality of mankind, 4 
whoſe whole behaviour — demonſtrates. that 


e el IP e b of Her, multi- 
tude to do evil, to offend our S 1 
away our own ſouls! N Nay rather thro'-'gract, 
Tet us take care to be thoſe perſons whom %, 
Lord will-acquit and reward at his coming, at 


we may make our appearance at N win 7 
and nat with grief. _x * 

3 In order hereto, we ſhoulf wer: view 
| they are whom our Lord will c at his ap- 9 


Fer u and whether, we are found of their num- 1 | 
that if we are, we may haſten to eſcape from 
among them, and rank with thoſe who ſhall ſtand 
approved before the Son of Man. Far ſatisfac- 

tion on this head, we need only conſider. and 
compare ourſelves with the ChandHier 2 in 
I 92 0 of e hers WH brieflyai+ 


8 


do call it ia % 
pretended knowledge has no happy influence up- 
on him, but his ſpirit and behaviour are juſt the 
: . ſuppoſe oy would be, if he 


Ta] 
deed, but at the ſame time very clearly and fully 


tells us very expreſsly that Chriſt, when he is 8 
—— 


* alen, Low oral 
Aud obey nat the goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt; 
Having then already conſidered the —— — 
manner of our Lord's ſecond coming, I proceed 


now as was propoſed, 


Secondly, To enquire into the charafer of 


thoſe who be condemned at his coming to mi- 


{ery and perdition. | The Apoſtle informs us, 
. know not Gad. 

7 2dly. | obey not the goſpel. 
And, 1ſt. They know not Gad. 

„ 1. There is hardly any ſubject within the whole 


eeompaſs of religion, concerning which people in 
© - 88 are ſo groſſy miſtaken as the knowledge 


of God: All men profeſs to know God, tho! alas! 
the generality. by unholy tempers and wicked 
works, contradict that profeſſion, and prove them- 


have but heard or read a little about the Arthor of 


bis being, if he believe his exiſtence and per- 


begins, be forthwith concludes that he knows 
=: God, very much offended if you preſume 
| bon! tho? at the ſame time, this 


were a mere atheiſt in the worlc hh 
2. Tho! he profeſſes to be perſuaded of the in- 


finite. glory and ineffable majeſty of the eternal 


Jehovah, yet does he not inwardly reverence and 
. humbly adore him; but is light and 1 


ſtupid and inſenfible, perhaps, even in his imme, 
Ing e 
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his ſinfulneſs and guilt, nor does-he 8 


ſelf as in duſt and aſhes; but he is proud and 


nitent, preſuming upon the goodneſs of 
— his life has — been altogether blame 
ying bis own 1 as the 
foundation of his ace with God. Tho? 
(he thinks) he has no 
leſs mercy and . love of God in 
Chriſt; yet does he not chearfully truſt him with 
humble confidence, and joyfully praiſe him with 
grateful acknowledgments ; the pure flame of di- 
vine love does not glow upon the altar of his 
heart, nor does he devote his body and ſoul as a 
living — he 2 ane ney Chriſt. But, op 
the contrary, he and repines under dark 
and afflictive rf on of Providence, while 
ke ungratefully admits the vain world, Jehavab's 
. to has ye roſs. his 4 and; - 
moſt treache E and ſatan, the 
Lard's enemies, in the innaf decker obe 0 
3. So little is he benefitedby the of 
God. But, it truth, what 
knowledge of God, for if it were, ds grin: 
Gllibly produce the 7 
ciple in the word of God. It — 
him deep humility before God, entire con 
towards him, fervent love to him, and univerſal 
obedience ; in ſhort, holineſs and happineſs, a 
pledge and foretaſte of eternal life. So we learn 


tram. the facred ſcriptures. I have heard of thee | 


(lays Job) by the hearing of the ear, but naw min- 
oye feeth thee ; _ J abhor myſelf,,and r 
an Had and aſhes, 852 that know thy. name 5 


has is not-the 


1 
. i} 
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. [ 28 J 
de Palmiſt) will put their truſt in thee, He that 
Doeh not (adds St. John) Fnoweth not God, for 
Gad is love. And hereby we know that we know 
bim, if we keep his commandments. He that 
faith, I know him,” and keepeth not his command. 
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him, From 
hence it appears, where theſe effects are not, the 
true knowledge of God is not: An empty ſha- 
dow, vain reſemblance, or fleeting idea of it there 
may be, but that no more deſerves to be called the 
knowledge of God, than the ſhadow, picture, or 
idea of a man, deſerves to be called a man; and 
it can no more -enliven, comfort or purify our 
fouls, than a painted fire can refine metals from 
| their droſs, or revive-and warm our bodies; or 
than the notion of a candle can illuminate a dark 
4᷑. No: the knowledge of God is an endows 
ment far ſuperior to what the generality imagine; 
more noble in its origin, excellent in its nature, 
and happy in its conſeguencet. It is born from 
above; it is the fruit of the Spirit of God, ſhin- 
ing within us and enlightning our minds. For 
..- . tho' all the divine perfections, eſpecially his wiſ- 
1111608 
lory in all his works, parti in the redemp- 
4 Sin of the world by our Lord leu Chriſt, yet. 
ſte eyes of our underſtanding being blinded, we 
= YAtllremaindeſtituteof the true and faving know 
Jedge of God, till he uh commanded Hight to ſhine 
out of darkneſs ſhine into our heart (as the Apoſtle 
expreſſes it) to give the light 4 the knowledge f 
his glory, in the face (or perſon) of Chrift "Fa 2 
Then, and not before, can we teſtify with St. 
Johns, Wer know that the Son of God is come, ant” 
"bath given us an underſtanding to know the True 
"One, and we are in the True One, by his Son Teſus 
Chriſt, This is the True God and eternal ly, ft . 
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5", And as the 
Bon heaven, ſo is its excellent nature equal to its 
divint original. It is ſuch. an impreſſion of God 
a and ſuch a clear, full and affecting 
diſcovery of him as transforms us, more..or lets, 
into his divine likeneſs, It is the beholging (as 
ro Paul fays)with wnveil'd 'd foce the glory of . the 
20S 1 A, — tg 
t image, fromgbry to glory, 4 the Spirit 0 
the Lord: It is, thro" the teaching of his word and 
ſpirit, ſuch an acquaintance with Goc, in his be- 
ing and. together - with thoſe relations 


in which he is pleaſed to ſtand towards ue, as pro- 


duces a corre temper of mind and 
duct of life in us towards God. mw 
6. To be a little more particular. Et, The 
kao of God never fails to huynble us before 
him. For it implies ſuch # view of his nature 


. his ſelf- exiſtence, independence, 


ſoverei and eternity; his omniſcience, omni 

potence, juſtice and purity; his greatneſs and 
goodneſs, as manifeſts in — licht our 

af ignorance and weakneſs, guilt and _— 

lays us in the very duſt in tus preſence. 

is me, for I am * (aid Haiah) for I am a —— 

of unclean lips, for mine eyes baue ſeen the 115 

the Lord o . ae Behald J am vile (ſaid Job 


on a like oc 2 what ſhall I anfwer thee? 1 


mull lay mine hand upon my mauth.—We never ſee 
ſuperior exceVence but we are abaſed by the co. 


We never reſſect on the on and i. 
Poco an holy angel or ded ines * 


we never come into the company of an emintmiy 
boly man, tho' he is {till re. ed with infir- 
wh, bt we gs nag or fk umbled.”” "How 

much mare then, muſt we be bumbled at the fig ht 
and in the preſence of that Being, who is the oats 


3 perfection and happineſs gan 


of God is.deſcanded © + 
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TJ 
tures, and in compariſon of whom the whole cir- 
cle of created excellence is no more than a drop. 
to the immenſe ocean. And tho' we only ſee him 
thro' a glaſs darkly, while in this world, and 
therefore cannot feel ſuch à depth of ſelf abaſe- 
ment, as they feel who — him as be is, and who, 
eovering their faces with their wings, fall proftrate 
In his preſence; and reſt not day or night, crying, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hoſts, the whole 
arts full of thy glory: Vet in proportion to 
-our acquaintance with him, we ſhall be aſhamed 
and humbled before him, eſpecially conſidering 
our ſins:againſt him, and the corruption and de- 
pravity 4 our whole nature, which renders us 
utterly unfit for converſe with- him, and deſerving 
of his eternal difpleafure : Surely a ſenſe of this, 
at leaft, muſt lay us at his feet, and make us own 
with the Prophet, It is of the Lord's mercies we 
ere not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions fail not. 


I loath myſelf when bim I ſee, - 
And into nothing fall: tie 
« Anz loſt and ſwallow'd up in thee, . 
My God, my all in all?“ 
„* My humbled ſoul, when thou art near, 
In duſt and aſhes lies 
Ho fhall I in thy fight appear, 
dr meet thy purer eyes. i 
7. Another never- falling fruit of the knowledge 
of God is confidence in bim. They that know thy © 
name (ſays the Pfalmiſt) will put their uf 1h thee, 
The reaſon of this is evident. They that kriow 
him, know him to be infinite in wiſdom, and po-w-- 
er, and goodneſs. . They knowhim'to'be ſo wiſe 
as to be perfectly acquainted with all their wants, 
| To powerful toe well able to fupply thoſe wants, 
and ſo. gracious, that he will vi nothing 
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their ſins againſt him might give them jaſt cauſe 


to dread that wrath which ſee they haye me- - 


rited, and beget in their minds many pelefel ſuſ- 
picions and diſtreſſing fears; yet when they know 

- that he hath fo loved the world as. to.give his only 
* 5 Son, that whoſoever- believeth, i in him may 
b ſh but. have cverlaſting life : When being 
5 convinced of ſin, the Palions i in Chriſt with 


a faith of the operation of God, and are juſtified 


the faith of Chriſt: When they know God in 
- Chrift reconciling them unto. bunſe If,, and net im- 
puting their 17 to them then does their 
dread of God's diſpleaſure give place to a ſenſe of 
his favour, and their — and fears reſpęcting 
his goodneſs, yield to a confidence in his mercy, | 
manifeſted in the pardon of al .their fins 1 2 

d eſus Chxiſt. nd then £334 © 


« All the n Tr. 
20 Which conſcious as guilt ſpread oer their N Fu 
7 louls, | 


«© Vaniſh before his reconciling eyes. „ 


Thos erte Gol i e n 
who has acc them thro' the Beloyed, and 
made them his children b adoption and 


grace. 
they truſt in bim for direction in ae 7 


protection in all dange ſuccour i 5 — Ware 
tions, comfort in ES les, and a fl 
their wants; and tho' they know they 


5 7 


be without chaſtiſement for what ſon —— 9 


his father chaſteneth not?). yet do they know that 
their heavenly Father-zhaſtiſeth them, not willing» 
hy, but for meir prifit, and are perfuaded that.al 
things ſhall wor together for their m As 1 4 3 
are confcious that they Jove Cd. - 
8. This leads me to mention partic 
hr, never to be ſeparated from the 
| God, nnn —— 88 


_ 


E - „ 0 + 'g2 J BEE 

Ee De is of God, and every one that hoveth' is 
Born of God and knoweth God: He that loveth 

not, Inotueth not God, for God is love. When the 


| |” Apoſtle ſays, God if love, he means both that 


God is lovely in himſelf, and alſo that he is loving 
to us. In his own nature he is amiable, excel- 
lent, yea, abſolutely perfect, and to all the crea- 
tures he hath made, to mankind in particular, he 
is infinitely gracious and beneficent: There- 
| fore it is in the nature of things impoſſible to be 
\ © $cquainted with him and not to love him. Nor 
mall our love to this fem and beſt of Beings 


be merely a love of eſteem due to his infinite per- 
ſections, or even a love of d:fire ariſing from a 
ſenſe of our want of his preſence and bleſſing; 
but over and above this, we ſhall alſo love him with 
a love of delight. We ſhall take complacency in 
his divine attributes, and in thoſe relations in 
which he is pleaſed to ſtand to us as our Father 
and our friend, and find our happinefs in his fa-. 
your and fellowſhip. We fhall be able to adopt 
ce words of Jeremiah, ſaying, The Lord is my 

portion ſaith my foul, therefore will I hope in him; 
or of the-Pfalmiſt, 7he Lord is the lot of mine 
. #theritance, and the portion of my cup : the lines. 
are fallen to me in pleaſant places, yea, I have @ 


\ 


dly heritage. 
9. One thing more I ſhall particulate here 
as à conſtant fruit oſ the k of God, and 


that is obedience. For he that ſaith he - knoweth 
Gad, and heepeth not his commandments, is a liar, 
end the truth is not in Ain. So teſtifies the be» 
loved Diſciple, and alſo adds, that hereby tus know 
that we know him, i tue keep his commandments,. 
And'the-fame is the moſt ſure and infallible proof 
of dur love likewiſe, for this is the love of God,” 
Nys the fame Apoſtle, that we keep bis commang+ 
anents 3, aud be that bath my n of 
e eepe 
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keepeth them (declares the faithful and true witnefsF 
he it is that loveth me. So that a conſcientious 
care to keep all the commandments of God, even 
thoſe which. fleſh and blood diſlike moſt, and to 
walk in all well-pleaſing before him from day to 
day, is a never failing conſequence of our know= 
ledge of God, and love to him; and then, and 
only then, gil we not be- aſhamed of pralefing 
theſe endowments when we have reſpect to all hrs 
commandments, and keep a conſcience void of offence 
towards God and towards man. 

ro. And here I cannot but obſerye, upon the 
whole, how well the ſcriptures guard the know- 
ledge of God (which is only another word for 
true religion) on all- ſides, againſt the falſe | 
claims which deluded men put in for it from op- 
polite quarters. The ſelf- righteous Phariſee, 
who lays his own works, of which he has a miſ- 
taken opinion, as the foundation of his acceptance 


with God, is cut off by the two firſt of the pat... 


ticulars I have mentioned, for he is neither abaſed} 
before God for his ſins, nor has he an humble con- 
fidence in the divine mercy. The third of theſe 
marks, ſhews the emptineſs of the Formahfs 
boaſt, whoſe Jukewarm heart and trifling ' ſpirit 
teſtify againſt him, that he has not the love af 
God in him. And as for the Antinomian, who 
males void the law thro faith, and continues in ſin 
i berauſe grace abounds, he finds his of and 
cCondemnation in the laſt particular. For tho“ 
he ſays he knows God (and indeed he has need to 
fay it, for no one would have inferred it from hs 
fe) yet becauſe he keepeth not his commanamenits, - 
we are ſure he is. a liar, and the truth is not in him, 
11. From this account of the knowledge of 
God, and its inſeparable effects, it is eaſy to ſee 
who they are that Ano him not, and of conſe- 
_ quence who they are upon whom Ckriſtz 22 


"= 


thoſe who have no higher better acquaint- 
ance with God, than that which they have at- 
tained by the exerCiſe. of their — faculties 
and rational powers, in the confideration of his 
word and works, having never received the ſpirit 


2 wiſdom and revelation (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
ph. 


i. 17.) in the hnowledge of him. They are 
thoſe who have indeed heard of God by the hearing 
of the ear, but have never * it were) ſeen him by 

faith, or been inwardly — 2 0 * 
very of his glorious — therefore do 
pro rien — and repent as in duſt and 
_— — who 2 know God in 
5 reconciling them unto e, not imputing 
1 — os unto them 5 and therefore not bei 

4 t he ae them after af 
they have done, they do not truſt in him as a ten- 
; r in covenant with 

1 Jeſus Chriſt. They are thoſe who 

do not open face (the veil of unbelief 


-being removed) — manner _ love the Father 
- bath be/ſlowed upon them, and therefore do not 


| :conſcioufly bve ring uh hath. firſt loved them. 
are. thoſe, laſtly, who pe E 
— God; but — gr ns 
— 82 8 m mere * 
| — theek a 
| ae . of ſtaviſh fear, as tho' God were an 
— and obedience to him a taſk enjoined, 


cwhich it would be our intereſt and happineſs to 


© tþe-excuſed from performing. Upon all ſuch will 
Cnriſt, when he — take vengeance. 


I now proceed to the other particular men- 
ttionet in our text, 1 the bo! aracr of 1 


"hole whom our. Lord will condemn 
ad. They obey nat the Goſpel of Grit. 


1 


— 


({ceond coming, will take ven . They are 


[. J 
A few obſervations on this, will laſs, 
trate what has already been and enable 
us ſtill better to judge concerning our true ſtate 
and condition. I mean to the ſame. me 
thod I did under the former head, ſhewing poſi+ 
tively what is implied in obeying tie goſpel, that 
diſobey it. 6 5 9 85 5 12 . 
1. n 5 
obeying the goſpel, if we conſider wh 'F 
NE —— learnt, in — ; 
ſure, even from the origiral word (traſſated go/- 
pel in the New Teſtament) which, it is well 
known, ſignifies good news or glad tidings. Ac- 
cordingly, What is termed, goſpel in the 4th of St 
Luke, is tranſlated 
Iſaiah; and the preachers of the goſpel are re. 
preſented in the ſame chapter (ver. 7th) as bring» 
ing good tidrngs, as publiſhing peace, as bringing 
good tidings of good, as publiſhing ſaluation. This 


good tiaings in the 51ſt of = 


then is the very eflence of the — — 3 
vation, | 


or tidings of good, even of peace and 
peace 8 falvation from fin and 
miſery.” To explain this a Intle, 
2. The brings us tidings of forgiveneſs 
of fins and acceptance with God, of free and 
full juſtification, thro? faith in the Lord Jeſus. It 
allows indeed, nay teſtifies, that there is none 
rigbtevus (by nature) no not one, that all have fin- 
ned and come fhort of the glory of God, that the 
whole Toorld is guilty. before: God, that the wrath 
1 God is revealed from heaven againſt all the ungad- 
neſs and unrighteonſneſs of men. And in conſe- 
uence of this, it declares, that by the deeds of the 
| bu ſhallniflep living be juſtified in his fight. But 
then at the ſame time it aſſures us, that God hath 
ſet forth his Son to be a propitiation tire faith in his 
Waad, to declare fs. rig hteouſneſs 9 | 
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* uu the. remiſſion of fins that are | 
the ey) rbearance of God. It affirms, var Ga 


| — in 75 — the world to h 2. fs not 
imputing 42 eir 22 unto them.; 


hath committed to his ſervants the word of ; — 


ciliation. And hence they agree to offer pardoning 


merey to all penitent ſinners, and to bear witneſs, 


that whoſoever believeth i in Chriſt doth receive — 


Fgiveneſi of ſins; yea, that by him all that be 


ure juſtified from Mit things, from which they could 
not 15 2 d by their own obedience. 
ence it appears what it is to obey the goſ- 


* pe. © this view of it, as it is a manifeſtation of 


I 2 


u granted (and ak it mays for it is mares of 


pardoning mercy thro' a Mediator, It is, 1 


to ſee and feel ourſelves guilty before God, and 


therefore to renounce all confidence in our own 


. righteouſneſs, from a conviction of its inſuffici- 
ency for our juſtification. It is, 2dly, to apply 


to the all- ſufficient merits of our 2 


penitent hearts, forſaking our ſins, and putti 
dur whole truſt in him for ſalvation preſent — 


eternal. It is 3dly, firmly to believe and appro- 
priate to ourſelves j0d's gracious promiſes of 


. don and everlaſting life made to us for his 


ed in believing in Chriſt, and al 


This is m_ 
who thus believe, are juftified by the faith of Chriſt, 


and, in this reſpect, obey the goſpel. | 
4. Indeed we cannot thus believe of ourſelves ; 


but then for our comfort the © goſpel is further a 


diſpenſation of the Spirit of God given to work 
this faith in us, witneſs this juſtification to our 
ſouls, and ſanctifying our nature, to reſtore us to 
4hat image of God in which we were originally 


created. It ſuppoſes that our fins have fe parated 


:betzween us and God, and cauſed him to-hic his fe ace 


from us, whence we are alienated from the 1; 15 of 


"God, and even dead in treſpaſſes and ing. It takes 
uy 


| 
) 
4 
{ 
7 
F 
5 
+ 
f 


enlightened, our will ſubdued, our affections ſet 
and corrupt inclinations purged away. Hereby | 


Ew 

daily and univerſal obſervation, confirmed byes | 

perienee) that we are altogether depraved and 
lluted thro? fin, inſomuch that every imagina- 

— of the thoughts of our hearts is on vil and 

that continually : from which corrupt fountain te 

moſt pernicious ſtreams are per flowing 3 

ſo that we are earthly, and deviliſh, all 

our tempers, words, and works being in direct 

oppoſition to the law of God— But then, not- 

withſtanding, yea berauſe of this depravity and 

ruin oſ our once pure and perfect nature, and, 

with a view —— —— us that as 

Chriſt died for our ſins, and roſe again for" our juſ- 

tification, rh being exalted to the Hats £4 5 

hand, he bath received 5 of the Holy 

Ghoft, which he ſheds forth abundantly on the chil- 

dren of men, inviting all that thirft, yea, and whey 

forever will, to come and partake of it. 

5. Now this ſpirit is an univerſal remedy for 
all the diſorders of our fallen nature. Hereby 
the darkneſs is removed from our minds, and the 
hardneſs from our hearts ; -our underſtanding is 


upon things above, and all our uhholy tempers | 


we die unto fin, and live unto righteouſneſs ; — 
off the old man, and put on the new, By this, 
divine nature is communicated to us, and the 
divine image ſtampt upon us; we are transform- 
ed into the likeneſs, and conformed to the will af 
God. Here wiſdom lights her lamp, and from 
hence love kindles = fire _— foods the flames 
of devotion, and without this, pra — 41 
are cold and languid. 1 the life of God is 
opened in the ſoul, and kingdom of God ſet 
up in the heart. — — to the Lord, we 
become one ſpirit with him, and we dwell in him 
aud he in us. In * heaven is brought 


6. ehe ablerved, the? this Git msd or 
88 and ſtrives with all (as appears not 
only from ſcripture, but alſo from experience, all 
men, the db anette om exprnc a 
done time or another, felt remorſe. on account of 
ſin, and ſome deſire after ee 
is ſavi Ar he is on 8 

who — comply with. his 
deſign. Feed this Pirie] light and — does not 

operate upon us as If we were inanimate matter, 
lifeleſs and inactive, but as rational creatures, en- 

— domed with a power to yield ta, or re/jft his ſacred 
, operations, Ace }, we are exhorted nee 
to grieus ox quench the holy- ſpirit of God, by op- 
po his work ; but, on the contrary, wor 

ta mortify tha deeds of the bedy, that toe 
may live, Andi inthe ſrt we a furte 15 
directed to aual i in the ſpirit, that is, to ſuffer ou- 
ſelves to be led by him — truth, holineſs, and 
happineſs, that we may bri forth all his bleſſed 
fruits, and ne 
work. And this is the v ng implied in 
ebeying the goſpel in this { — of it, 22.1 is 
bats rn of the Spirit. 
hus ſhall we be obedient to the goſpel in 

— — reſpect. We ſhall. be delivered (ag 
it were) i o the mould of its dactrine, every 
feature and lingament of it being inſcribed 5 
us. We ſhall revere its threatnings, and ſteadil iy 

guard againſt that temper and conduct whi 

woulf expoſe us to them. We ſhall obey all its 
commands with fidelity and chearfulneſs, rej oicing 
9 — to our glorious emer, 
We orgzally embrace its exceeding great 
rey promeſes,, e deſiring an 15 


8 
1 29 7 
pefiing their Om | And in he 
ſuffer all the obloquy, reproach, and - perſecution | 
to which our var: fx dra; dmg, 
that bur reward is great in heaven, Laſtly, for 
this .eward, with all the bliſs and 
for the children of God, we ſhall patiently wait, 
longing and looking forthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt from 
heaven, to put a final period to our dime of wial 
and Hg, and 8 us to binjolfs that where 
g Pede have been enlarged 
e culars m 
| „ r 
as this would open up too much matter to be 
_ comprized in one ſermon; I beg leave to ſum 


God? N. 
his holy Spirit in all his diuine 
nd has his neden of him been ful 


1 art thou convinced of fin ? 

and /ve, and art thou reconciled: to 
him? ths he diſcovered himfelf to thee as 
friend, pacified towards thee after all 1 
haſt done? As thy Father, who has made thee 
| his child, and % thes he: ſpiri | 
in ty dear? And 2s thy God, who bas taken | 
3 4 2 wy 
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bee into covenant with, himſelf, thro' Chriſt, and 
is become thy portion and treaſure in time and 
21. Iaſk further. Doſt thou not only nete the 
. only true God, 2 Chrifl alſo whom he hath 

ſent, the only mediator between God and man, 
in whom dwelleth the fulneſs of the godhead, 
and in whom alone there is falvation for a loſt 
world? In other words, Doſt thou obey the goſpel, 
and is it become the pater of God to thy ſalvatun? © 
Haſt thou ſeen and felt thy abſolute need of the 
incomparable bleſſings it offers, free juſtification 
through the blood of Chriſt, and entire ſancti- 
kcation. by the Spirit of God? And haſt thou 


* 


_ . accounted tidings of theſe unſearchable riches of 


Chriſt, glad tidings of great joy * Haſt thou be- 
held thyſelf to be a guilty, helpleſs, periſhing fin. 
ner, condemned by thy own conſcierice, accurſed 
by God's holy law; expoſed to his fierce wrath, - 
and obnoxious to eternal miſery : In this -wretcli» 
ed ſituation, haſt thou eagerly heard, and joyfully 
believed, the moſt gracious proclamation of par- 
don, made by the Ambaſſadors of the King of 
Heaven ? Haſt thow. believed in Chriſt. that thou 


ou believedſt, and has that ſpirit of 


Ghoſt fince 
e enlightened, quickened, and purified thy 
Doſt thou live and walk in the Spirit, and 

is thy converſation ſuch as becameth. the goſpel ? 

Doſt thou walk worthy of tht Lord, unta all pleaſ- 

ing, being — in every gon tvort, and en- 


creaſing in the r % 4 
3. Be it known unto . 


* 


8 ra) 


| uf whatever ſentiment, of irhaterer denominatiogs * 

of whatever party, if thou canſt not anſwer 

CIC. 

* | 

ſcribed, thou art at preſent'moſt certainly one of 

thoſe upon whom Chriſt, when he cometh, will 
But, bleſſed be be God, thou 

our 


take vengeance. 
| Yoſt not BE to remake fo Ts 


y power, ' thro” the tender mercy of 
. 5 af wo with him ind be =4 Gal il ers that 
y let 


ill be * 
1 a Fa 


to thee as he does not unto the world; * 
ſhalt know him, whom to know 1s /ife terna 
ace e circa ; 


Hop 


fd 
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a ol 7 2 ball. be he. revealed 1 ir 2UG) 

wit his mighty angels, ir flaming. fire taki 

' *" vengeance on them that now nit Gd and * 
vt tbe goſpel of ar Tord Jus Chriſt 

| \- ſhall puniſhed with everlaſting. Sheen fo 

e Profenco of \the- Landy: rr r 7 


5 ir proer, 17 a o 
1 ['T is rematha, FI Gat 28 * 
at givert us, by the Apo tte, a 1 pe 


of Jeſus Chriſt, and . — 

quences of it, be ance Toy our ar — 

_ coming” to be rather in order to the falvation of 

dis own people, than the puniſhment + of the 
3 wicked. For tho' he mentions his taking ven- 
= geance on them that know not God, and obey 
1 * the goſpel, yet it ſeems this ſhall be done, 
E it were by the by, ſince (as he declares in the 
$ 85 — verſe) the end, the principal end of his 
* is, that he may be glori 2 in bis ſaints, 
— admired of all that believe. 
2. Howplain is it from hence, as well as from. 
2 thouſand other conſiderations, that mercy is 
* 8 darling attribute, and that judgment 


| bn ge work, He delights to diſpenſe par- 


33 confer rewards; but it is ann. 
15 ance 


- CE — ns oe eng — — — 
F 


- 


es ſentence of 
Sg e e nba 
manner of repreſenting the matter, ond. 
8 that · he would Heng rather paſs 
5 by, did not the unch zang cable eftions 
ture, $6 VINE au 25 1 bi ins | 
a eee rights of hi, raya 
to take ngtice Fos bee Ba oe 
1950 his rig be mu be may felted 
15 5 AS. Welt as his love, h is. * or 
5 1 an the equity of hig goverpment alf 
Sus ge efore he muſt 7555 wi Lieder tg goa 
| Nan accor ig to his work them ahbe, 7 2 
tient” conti, 2 in 0 2 {eh 7 75 5 
honour, ond immortality, 25 175 bal 1 5 
that are contes VIA and. do- 0 k obey he 76. 
2b 5 unri irhteouſneſs, indignation * wrath, ge 
Bulation and anguiſh u upon 775 45 mar b 
wworketh evil, of the ew fir r/t,. a nd 4% of _t/ 
Gentile, for there ij no reſpec? 0 perf 1 .H 
| 1 d. as he will Account bis fa ts bat | | 
d ar of ' Ehriſt,. . 1 gde *f 
| 705 they +40 fo ere, "when 0 1 1 
Tr 70. 22 gels 425 70 
he take Logins on t on tha kuow 
obe not the "goſpel." 
n two former #icodrits on 5 
Certainity and manner of: our Lord's: Five 
; Re e thoſe e Wi bo 
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2 58 — 5 2 8 the words of our text 


* e on 
ow; _ 1211 « puniſhi = "The expreſ- 
ons wits ag 177 in the” Agi) — an 
injurious conduct in them 
W becoming and which being examined into, 
they now receive the due reward of their deeds. 
Enquire we then what their conduct has been, 
and we ſhall eaſily ſee the reaſon of their mi- 
> fery. - And here 1 do not mention their vio- 
5 lation of the law of innocence or covenant 
of works, made with our firſt parents be- 
fore their fall, becauſe the ſcripture no where 
(cat I remember) repreſents this as the cauſe LINE | 
the condemnation of an —— day of 
But with our Lord, I e is the con- 
; dennation the reaſon of 8 thoſe 
| | makers that light is come into the world, and 
darkneſs * than light, their deeds bo- 
ing evil. Dey rejected the council g Ci God a gainft 
themſelves ; they negletted the goipel {c — N 
they would not come unto Chrift that 2 might 
| => . they refuſed him to reign over them; 
1, buried (inftcad of improving) their talent of 
52 and power, ſlighted the die mercy, counted 
by bleed of the covenant a common thing (i. e. they 
| wkrifled ih an abuſed it,) and did final deſpite to 
the oe of Grate, and, therefore, 22 Are con 


z or, in the language of our 


obedient unto it. Or, in pl 
them to everlaſting fire 


Nis calls, 
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2. And that you ma be able to form ſome 
idea (tho? after all it will be faint and inadequate) 
of the divine juſtice manifeſted in their pupiſh- 

ment, conſider both the conduct of God S 
them, and theirs in return towards him: Conſi- 


der the love of the Father in giving his only be- 


otten Son, and expoſing him to the maſt 

ful ul ſufferings and ignominious death for thoſe 
wretched ſinners, 0 had abuſed his mercies, 
broken his laws, trampled under foot his autho- 
rity, and rebelled 5 his government: Con- 
3 the Son of God emptying hitnſelf of his 
nt and hap pineſs, aſſuming our frail nature in 
1 5 204 *y ſubmitting to pain 
$ LN in their greateſt extremities; and all 

"3.06 $4 


s for his bittereſt enemies, - who lighted his 
ling love, refuſed his mild government, muy 


even embrued their hands in his moſt” onde 
r We Fe daily crucified him afreſh : 
. tbe holy Spirit of grace operating in various Ways 
And at Aaken rent times; enlightening, avrakening, 
0 Fomineing; alarming with fear, alluring, wi 
— drawing with Iove; comforting; in trouble, 


7 krongthening 1 in weakneſs, ſu couring in tempta- | 


diaz and this with a view to ;repentance, | 
| Hitch and halineſs in the ſoul, 35 a, tpirit of ad 
» $518 Non to jo Sul 9 bha, 125 er,” DEA} | 
e redemption, and Y 1 * 
5 inheritance in LA 122.5 
him as perſiſting in theſe kind offices, Walch 
Teac all the neglect, contempt, and outer 
7 w herewith we treat him; z notwithſtanding w c 
Hut our eyes 17 his light, ſtop our ears t 
dight bi 


juench his motions ; 2 ba g ap 
45 and diabolical tempers, 1 rh the 
"of bi ſpifituat graces, and entertaining the 60 
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8 facred to this heavenly in- 
habitant. In ſhort, conſider the amazing plan 
of _ —— army 1 a firſt to laſt, in all its 
wo variety, in all its myſterious grace: 
Conſider the ae of guilt and miſery where 
| us, and from — it delivers us; the 
height of bliſs and to which it RR es us, 
| a eee. together with the 
aſtoniſhing proceſs of divine faves in the accom- 
pliſhment of this great and good work. In a 
word, conſider the greatneſs of this falvation 
provided for us, and offered to us in the goſpel 5 
and then ſay what puniſhment, what torment do 
they deſerve, and from an holy and juft God 
muſt they meet with, who neglect and reject it! 
3- From a je God I fay, 3 
ene nothing nothing further to | 
"mercy and goodneſs. The fun o 1 
e eur ſet upon them. It hone i 
with effulgent brightneſs during the whole da 
life, tho? it was never ſuffered to n 
minds or warm their hearts, clouds « prejudic 
exhaled from their fenfual fouls, ovſcuring i 
| beams, and the thick vail of unbelicf i 
its light; but it will now thine no more! It 
now xefigned them to the ſcorching fire of divin 
| wrath wich which 82 reluctant they may be) 
and warm them 3 — 
1 with hoy Gernt a fps! with how. 
mal a light! The ftreams of divine grace, 
long el their ſtill-barren ſouls in vain, are 
now run out, or rather diverted into a more 
+» fruitful 11 65 and 3 s of ee 
ed, by infinite juſtice, to flow in upon and eter- 
nally Arrears. them. 
4. Being awakened out of the long fleep of 
2 by the tremendous ſound of the trump of 
God, they are ſummoned to appear end 
FR” 7 : 


£4] 
aiwful tribunal of the Univerſal Judge. A 2 | 
white throne is erected, and he who is the deſire 
of nations and the joy of angels* fits upon it. 
His head and his 7 + Few — as ſnow, and his 
eyes as a flame of fire; his feet like unto fine braſs, © 
g if they rom, in a furnace, and % weer a. 
the ſaund of many waters. In his right-hand he 
carries ſeven ſtars, out of his mouth goeth a ſharp - 1 
two-edged fword, and his countenance is as the ſu j 


fhuning in his flrength. . VU 
% Where'er ſerene, he turns propitious eyes, * 
% We find a newly open'd paradiſe: | 
«« But if reſentment. redden their mild beams, 
c. Phe Eden kindles, and the world's in flames: 
% On one hand knowledge ſhines with pureſt light 3 
«© On one the ſword of juſtice fiercely bright.“ 
Before this glorious perſan, to ham the 1 
hath. committed all judgment, and who hath 
power in heaven and on earth, trem bling and re- 
uctant they make their appearance, receive 
ti fe) Emer at ha . REYES 
1 ing opened, and every ſec 
ding brought to.lighs, al their thoughts, words, 
and works pals in review before him, and N 
a ſevere ſcrutiny.— And thus all their tranſgreſs 
ſions and defects being diſcovered in All their ag 
gravations, they are recompenſed in exact pro- 
portion to their demerits. For ſince they ä 
ed the ſati faction made by Chriſt, and there re- 
maineth no other ſacrifice for fin, divine and in- 
mite juſtice arreſts their guilty ſouls, and confines 
them in the dark ori” of hell, dr Wer eve = || 
fatisfied' all its demands by their perſonal fulfer= -- 
ings, which, alas]! they can -neyer do. They if 
muſt. therefore ſink fi ever under the enormous 
weight of that dreadful curſe ; which, with reſpect 
to thang Chriſt bore in vain, and muſt rim 
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burt (Of I may fo ſpeak) by an increaſed miſery,” 
al £061 any f ho Wige goodneſs has beg 
at with them. The love and mercy which was 

þ xg theſe wicked wretches, the blood 
was ſhed for them, the grace which was conferred 
upon them, ſhall all be conſidered, and as they 
will demonſtrate in the blackeſt light, their in- 
ititude and obſtinacy, ſo will they greatly in- 


the puniſhment provided for them, that it is a 
debt owed them by impartial juſtice and deſpiſed 
mercy, I proceed, as was propoſed, to ſhew 


Second „The nature and duration of their 


miſery, On this I ſhall 1ſt, make ſome general 
obſervations, by way of explaining the text and 
Adly, 1 ſhall take a more particular view of this 
miſery. i eee E. 
3 3dy, Shall conclude with an earneſt addreſs 
to ſaints and ſinners. J day: elk 

And rift I am to make ſome general obſerva- 
tions, b way of explaining the text and eſtabliſh- 
ing the loctrine. | BALE | 

1. The Apoſtle calls their miſery deſtruction, 
by which 'tis plain he does not mean © the ex- 
tinction of their being,” or © the annihilation 
of their nature, becauſe this ſenſe of the word 


is contrary to the general tenor of the ſcriptures, 


which repreſent the wicked as not _ exiſting 
after the day of judgement, but as ſuftering the 
greateſt miſery. But by this expreſſion we are 
plainly to underſtand what is infinitely worſe 


* than annihilation, viz. 1ſt, The utter ruin of their 


e holy and happy nature, with the final death 
of all their comforts and thiir hopes ; and 2419s 


which 


Hance their condemnation, and aggravate their 
torment | Having thus manifeſted their deſert of. 


S.> + 6 


2 i wo " 
The entire perverſion of all their gow 91 aud fa MN 
culties, hi are now 2 in rendering IT E | 


them moſt completely wretc 


take a nearer view of this miſery,. [ay no more 
of them at preſent, but obſerve, * .-- » 
2. Their deſtruction is ſaid to be fromghe pro- 


the chief ſource of their ruin and miſery, viz. * 
their baniſhment from-the gracious preſence: of 
God, their excluſion from his favour and fellowſhi 


Inn conſequence of original ſin, and becai 


re the garments of ſalvation, provided 
by Chriſt, and offered in the Goſpel, therefore 
they are found, at the day of judgment, deſtitute 
of the divine image, that ſplendid and comely ap- 
parel which is the glory of the holy angels, and 
which was once the chief ornament and happi 
of man in his primeval ſtate, The rotten and 
filthy rags of their own righteouſneſs, . which they 
had taken pains to patch together and throw over 
their ſinful ſouls, only ſerve to increaſe their defor- 
mity, and manifeſt {till more their fin and ſhame. 
They cannot hide theirl polution and defilement. 
In ſpite of all their endeavours they appear ſtained 
with the guilt of innumerable tranſgreſſions, and 
all over defiled with iniquity, whoſe fatal leproſy 
hath ſpread its loathſome influence throughout 
their whole ſouls, and woefully enfeebled all their 
powers. | 

3. They are, therefore, objects of divine diſ- 
approbation and abhorrence. The Gad who made 
them will not have mercy on them, and he who forme 
ed them will ſhew them no favour. They are 
excluded the favour of Jehovah, which is better 
than life, which diffuſes light and joy thro' the 
happy regions of immortality, and baniſhes every 
ſhaddow of evil far from their peaceful dwellings. 
They are debarred all — with, and ac- 

| Wo 
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large on theſe two particulars, when I come 40+; * 


22 the Lord. This intimates to us what is 
th | 


7 * 
4 


. ”%. ” 
- \ 1 
0 4 N 


* 
va . 
Vas . 
\; 


L 80 J 
to, the Father of their ſpirits, and the God of all 
cConſolation and good hope, who is the only ſource 

of true and laſting felicity to his intelligent off- 
ſpring. They are even- ſhut out of the bliſsful 
city, denied all fellowſhip with ſaints and angels, 
and baniſhed far from the dwellings of liberty 
and Joy, into the dreary territories of miſery and 


4+ Thus being immenſely removed from all 
that is holy and happy, and deſerted of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, the light and life of the ſpirit- 
ual world; midnight-darkneſs overwhelms their 
minds, a furious ſtorm is raiſed in their paſſions, 
and wandering about in endleſs perplexity, and. 
abandoned to everlaſting deſpair, they are toſſed 
to and fro by the tempeſtuous hurricanes, and 
raging flames of thoſe ſulphureous . and 
to compleat the ruin of their once holy and hap- 
py nature, the 5 of their ſouls being broken * 
down (I mean the divine protection being with- 
drawn) they are expoſed to the deſolating ravages 
of the devil and his angels, thoſe wild beaſts of 
the infernal foreſt, who ranging forth in theſe 
inhoſpitable realms, overſpread with a gloomy and 
perpetual night, lay their rational and immortal 
nature utterly e, and root up and deſtroy 
Whatever of excellence may remain. LE 
F. But this — from the pre- 
ſence the Lord, may be alſo underſtood in ano- 
ther ſenſe. It ſeems not only to ſignify the mi- 
ſery conſequent, in the nature of things, upon 
their baniſhment from God's gracious preſence, 
their ſeparation from ſaints and angels, and their 
excluſion out of the heavenly city (generally 
termed their puniſhment of loſs, 9 whic 
cannot now ſpeak particulayly :) It likewiſe 
may be conſidered as intimating, if it does not 
chiefly intend, that God himſelf, as he is preſent 
in heaven in all his love and goodneſs, as an in- 
| W exhauſtible 


Xt 51 it N NE NA 
exhauſtible ſource of felicity to his 'people, as 2 1 
never- failing river of pleaſure, where ma N 
take large and repeated draughts of bliſs ; —ſo 18... . 
he preſent in hell, in his infinite juſtice and ala — 
mighty wrath, as an unfathomable ſea of li _ 

fire, where the wicked muſt drink in everl 

torture. For as'it is the preſence of God in his 2, 


Le, which diffuſes light and joy through the 
regions of immortality, ſo it 1s 7 the preſence 
of, od in his vengeance, W ich ſcatters darkneſs 
ond woe thro? the dreary realms of miſery. As 
heaven would be no heaven if God did not there 
manifeſt his love; ſo hell would be no hell, if 
God did not there diſplay his wrath. - It is the 
preſence and agency of God, which gives every 
thing virtue and efficacy, without which there 
can be no life, no ſenſibili it 5 no power.— God is, F 
therefore, himſelf preſent in hell, to ſee to the 
puniſhment of theſe rebels againſt his is government, 
that it may be adequate to the infinity. of their 
guilt. His fiery indignation #indles, and his in- 
cenſed fury feeds the flames of their torment, 
while his powerful preſence and a — main- 
tains their _ and renders their 
moſt er, 4 ſenſible; thus ſetting the Leeneft 
edge upon their pain, and making it cut moſt in- 
_ deep! 
ay further: it ſeems implied in the next 
leet A our text, from the glory - Gown power, 
that he will exert all his divine attributes to- the 
utmoſt, to make them as wretched as the capacity 
of their nature will admit. He will eſpecially glo- 
rify his power, and render it illuſtrious in their 
damnation. —Gladly would he have glorified his 
rich grace in pardoning their complicated guilt, - 
and his almighty power in reſtoring them to his 
image, that they might have been raiſed to a 
ſhare in his throne : Bat deſpiſing his great ſalva- 
* they would not come unto Chriſt that they 
E 2 | might 
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might have life. And now nothing remains but 
chat he glorify himſelf in their miſery, ſince they 
' refuſed that happineſs which he would have con- 
' ferred upon them, to the manifeſtation of his own 
glory, Forhe muſt and will be glorified one wa 
or another in all his creatures; and with reſpect 
to theſe ungrateful and diſobedient wretches, he 
has but one way left in which he can be glorified, 
and that is, to reward them according to their 
works, by recompenſing their — and diſ- 
obedience upon their own guilty heads. | 
7. Thus (as the Apoſtle teſtifies) Rom. q, 
while he makes known the riches of his glory in 4 
veſſels of mercy, which he hath afore prepared 
unto glory, he will alſo ſhew his wrath, 20 rt 
is power known, in the veſſels of wrath fitted (by 
their own wilful and unneceſſitated imp2nitence) *. 
for deſtruct ion, after he has firt endured them wit 
- much long ſuffering. Shew his wrath, and make 
Xa _-_ known ! dreadful expreflions | what an 
N omable depth of woe do they imply ! Ah ! 
miſerable creatures, in whom God will ſhew how 
ſeverely he can puniſh, and what a fierce fire of 
wrath his almighty power can kindle! Surely as 
the condition of the ſaints muſt be inconceivably 
Joyful, in whom God will make known (as- the 
Apoſtle has it) the riches of his glory, i. e. diſ- 
play how gloriouſly rich he is in goodneſs, and to 
what a pitch of honour and happineſs his omni- 
potence can raiſe the objects of his love! ſo, on 
the other hand, the ſtate of theſe ſinners muſt be 
equally lamentable ! Unhappy creatures! from 
what a height of glory and felicity, into. what a 
depth of infamy and miſery have they knowingly 
and wilfully plunged themſelves ! now =» 


«© Their dire puniſhment is ever ſtrong, _ 
Their conſtitution too, for ever young; 
« Curſt with returns of vigour ſtill the ſame; 
% At once to bear and ſatisfy the flame: Jet 
66 ti 
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- Still they are caught, and fill they are purſuec ; 
« They ſuffer ſtill, and ſtill they are renewed.”  _. 


8. For the Apoſtle tells us, their deſtruction 
will be eternal ; — _ is 3 
by many other es of Scripture. One or 
* I al now — as a ſpecimen of the reſt. 
Thus Daniel aſſures us: They all (viz. at the 
general reſurrection) awake to everlaſting ſhame 
and contempt, even as the faints ſhall ariſe to ever- 
laſting life - they ſhall go into everlaſting puniſhment 

the faithful and true witneſs, even as the 
righteous ſhall go into life eternal. And indeed the 
eternity of their miſery ſeems a natural conſe- 
quence of what has been advanced in the two laſt 
paragraphs. For if God will diſplay in them (as 
has been obſerved) the infinity of his juſtice, the , | 
-M- f{rurrity of his wrath, and the omnipotenco of his 
power, then muſt their puniſhment be everlaſting, 
cauſe their nature being finite, it does not ap- 
pear how he can do this in any limited duration of 
time, however long. And thus what is wanting 
in the degree of their miſery, is made up by its 
continuance, And for the ſame reaſon, among 
others, we conclude, the happineſs of the righteous 
ſhall be eternal, becauſe in them God will manifeſt 
the infinite riches of his love and goodneſs, which 
_ conſidering the finite capacity of their nature, he 
cannot do in leſs than a boundleſs eternity.. | 

9. If need were, I might add in confirmation 
of this doctri ne, that as the holineſs and obedience 
of the ſaints, ſtill continue and encreaſe in heaven, 
and therefore there muſt be the fame and greater 
reaſon for their being rewarded with bliſs and glory, 
when they have beenmillions of ages in — | 
than when they firſt entered the gates of Paradiſe z 
fo the depravity and diſobedience of the wicked 
Mill continuing and encreaſing, there muſt be the 
very ſame, yea, and -_ reaſon for their pun- 

L3 iſhmeat 


+B iſhment, when they have been millions of ages | oh 
; in torment, than when they firſt departed accurſed | 
into everlaſting fire! They muſt be perpetuall 
| _* fyyelling their enormous ſum, of guilt, and il 
running deeper, immenſely deeper in debt to di- 
vine and infinite juſtice, —. after the longeſt 
imaginable period, they will be ſo far from having 
diſcharged their bebt of puniſhment, that they 
will find more, infinitely more, due than when they 
_ firſt began to ſuffer ! Dreadful this indeed! but 
too true! | | 
I0. Indeed, the compariſon drawn from the 
happineſs of the ſaints, is not altogether ſuitable ; 
but alas] the impropriety of it falls on the unfa- 
vourable fide, and only ſtrengthens my argument 
the more. For whatever proofs may be brought 
from other quarters in favour of the eternity of - 
their bliſs, which do not equally evince the eter- | 
nal miſery of the wicked; yet, in this point of 
view (fure I am) more may be faid for the latter 
than the former. For the righteous, however 
- ©, obedient, do no more than is their duty to do, and 

therefore (ſtrictly ſpeaking) merit nothing at the 
hand of God. They can make no claim upon 
his 7u/tice, but all their hopes of happineſs and a 
continuance therein, are founded upon his gracious 
promiſes, which he was free to make or not to 
make as he thought good —But the caſe is dif- 
ferent with the wicked; they have frifly and 
Properly merited or deſerved eternal puniſhment, 

are, in fact, obnoxious to it. And hence their 

apprehenſions of it are founded, not barely on 
dis threatenings, but alſo and chiefly on the un- 1 
changeable perfections of his nature. So that it 
appears, if this reaſoning is juſt, they have more 
chan double that cauſe for fearing an eternal hell, 
which the ſaints have for expecting an everlaſting 


heaven! | 
: II, The 
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ls 11. The reaſon of the divine conduct in gi 2 
ing chem this two-fold proof (ariſing from his 
threatenings and the perſections of his natura) t 
a doctrine which, above all others, they hate and 
wiſh to diſprove, ſeems to be his compaſſion for 
theſe infatuated creatures. He means, by this 
double battery, to filence their evil reaſoning un- 
belief, which, as an-impregnable fort, defies the 
whole force of divine truth, and too often detains 
the poor ſoul a captive of fin and fatan, till the * 
judgment of the great day! May his bleſſed 
ſpirit give the deſired efficacy to theſe engines, 
which infinite wiſdom hath planted againſt the 
perverſeneſs of unthinking men ! May they level 
All the ſtrong holds of Satan, and bring into cap- 
© tivity every unbelieving ſinner to the obedience of 
.H - Chriſt, before ſad experience convince them, that 
| in hell the worm of their anguiſh dieth not, and 
the fire of their miſery is not not quenched, but its 
flame aſcendeth up for ever and euer? | 
I ſhould now take a more particular view of - 
their miſery, but as this is too extenſive a ſubject 
to be diſcuſſed at preſent, I ſhall defer it to ano- 
ther opportunity, and now conclude with a ſhort 
improvement of what has been ſaid, by way of 
inference and * | EH 
And, 1ſt, We may infer from what has been 
faid, the infatuation and miſery of thoſe who know 
not God, and, obey not the goſpel. Whether they 
promiſe themſelves an exemption from this eternal 
deſtruction, from the preſence of the Lord, and 
the glory of his power; or wheteer they flatter 
1 themſelves it will not be fo dreadful and intolera- 
ble as it is repreſented to be; or whether they 
indulge a vain hope of being ſome time or other 
releaſed from this-infernal priſon, it is evident, 
chat they are moſt miſerably blinded by the God 
of this world, and deceived by the deceitfulneſs of 
: . | ſin. 
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ſm.—Oh ye that know not God, and obey not the 
goſpel, we teſtify to you, upon the authority of 
the lively oracles of eternal truth, that you are 
the very perſons who are- now expoſed to this 
dreadful ſtorm of divine -indignation, which al- 
ready gathers black over your =_ heads, and 
threatens a deſolating down f miſery and 


woe! Yes, if your ſpeedy repentance prevent not, 


upon you, even you, an offended and inexorable 
od will rain fire and brimſtone, florm and tempeſt, 


F and this ſhall be your portion to drink, Let not 
then that ſubtile ſerpent, -in whom you truſt, 


beguile you, ſaying, «© You ſhall not ſurely die;“ 
for as the Lord liveth, if you perſiſt in your ig- 


norance of God and diſobedience to the goſpel, 


you ſhall ſurely and eternally die. You fall 
drink the very dregs of this cup of trembling and 


- wring them out. Gad is not-a man that he ſhould 


tye, or the ſon of man that he ſhould repent. 
Hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not do it? Hath 


be threatened, and all he not make it good? 


As ſure as he is a beihg of immutable truth aud 
inflexible juſtice, and as ſure as you have broken 


his law ant rejected his goſpel, fo fure muſt you 
at the morning of the reſurrection awake to ever- 
laſting ſhame and contempt, and at the day of judg- 


ment depart accurſed into everlaſting fire. 
2. And ſuppoſe you that the empty and uncer- 


tain applauſe of worms of the earth, or the vain 


and momentary pleaſures of ſin, or the unſatis- 
factory and fleeting glitter of golden ore, can re- 


ompenſe you for the ſhame and contempt which 


vill chen overwhelm you with eternal confuſion, 


'and that pain and anguiſh which the ſcorching 


and fiery lake will pour like water into your 


\. bowels, and like oil into = bones? Unthink- 


ing and deluded mortal ! praiſes of thy fel- 


lew-ſinners will then be turned n 


* 
= * 
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hiſſes, thy cup of pleaſure into-a draught of | 
wrath, — thy glittering treaſures into fiery f*- | 
ſtreams of brimſtone and torture: Streams theſe; : 
which will for ever deluge thy deſolated nature; 
a draught this, which will intoxicate thy ſoul  \ 
with eternal horror; and hifles and infults thoſe, ' _ * 
with which, as with whips-and ſcorpions, be 
fiends of hell will perpetually laſh thy guilty and 
ſelf-accuſing conſcience ! Believe me, my poor. 
fellow-mortal, thou canſt not, indeed thou canſt } 
not bear this devouring fire | Thou canſt not 
dwell with theſe everlaſting burnings ! If thou { 
thinkeſt otherwiſe, it is becauſe thou haſt not 
counted the coſt, but haſt raſhly credited the 
devil and thy own deceitful heart, which were 
both liars from the beginning, and have not 
abode in the truth. They have agreed to make 
thee drunk with ſenſuality and fin, to put out thy 
eyes, and then to lead thee blindfold into endless 
ruin, a ruin from whence thou ſhalt never eſcape. 

3. Oh] think, man, befbre the intoxicating 
cup of fin renders thee incapable of thinking, in 
what a wretched condition thou art ſoon lik ; 
to be, if divine grace prevents not! Oh] look be- 
fore the God of this world hath cloſed. thy eyes, 
in eternal darkneſs, into that tremendous ocean - 
of fiery and unfathomable wrath, into which the 
ſtream of time will ſoon hurry thy frail and leaky 
veſſel! How intolerable and laſting thy miſery l. 
Oh ! think of eternity; canſt thou number 
ſtars in the firmament, the drops of rain or the 
ſand on the ſea ſhore ? Make the experiment ; and 
when thou haſt finiſh'd the calculation, fit down 
and reckon up the ages of thy woe! And fee that 
thy account be juſt, Let every ſtar, every drop, 
every grain of ſand repreſent one million of tor- 
menting ages. And when thou haſt aſcertain'd 
the ſum, know that as many more millions {till 

remain 


- * 
Ls 
-» 


. 


remain behind, and 
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= as many more behind 
theſe, and ſo on without end! Poor infatuated 
wretch | My heart bleeds for thee !—Gladly 
would I warn thee that thou come not into this 


place of torment. Oh! that at length thou 
would'ſt take warning! Oh ! that thou would'ſt 


imitate the example of Noah, who being warned 


of God concerning things uot ſeen as yet, was moved 
with fear, and prepared an ark for the ſaving of | 
bis * 8 | 55 
4. I warn thee, thou unholy and ungodly ſoul, 
who doſt not know God, nor obey the goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of things not'ſeen as yet: 
of the glorious coming of that adorable Saviour, 
whoſe ſalvation thou rejected, whom thou 
haſt refuſed to reign over thee, and whom, by 
fin, thou haſt crucified afreſh :. I warn thee of an 
. approaching and-inexorable Judge, who (if thou. 
repent not] wil ſummon thee, with all thy fins” 
about thee, to his bar, and paſs an irreverſible 
ſentence upon thee. I warn thee of a deſcendin 
deluge of divine and infinite wrath, which will ; 
ſpeedily drown an · impenttent and unbelieving 
world with a fiery and unfathomable ſea af miſery ! 
I I call upon thee without delay to prepare an ark 
for the ſaving of thy ſoul. Nay, for thy en- 
couragement I tell the, the ark is already prepared. 
The almighty love of God, directed by infinite. 
wiſdom, hath prepared it: An ark this, which 
will defend thee againſt all the ſtorms of wrath, 
and which will bear thee up above all the waves of 
miſery, Yes, I point thee to that man who is as 
an hiding-place from the ſtorm, a eovert from the 
tempeſt, as rivers of water in a dry place, aud as . 
_ the — of a great rock in a weary land. 1 


bid thee loo to * and be ſaved ! ck 
5. Oh! hide thee, by faith in him, from the 
wind of temptation and fin ; let his blood 8 
. 0 | e 


4 
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led upon thy guilty conſcience, and his righteouſ- 
neſs put upon thy naked ſoul, cover thee ſrom the 
tempeſt of divine indignation : Let his ſpirit low- 
ing into thy heart as a river, refreſh and water 
thy ſcorch ul, an 7 
his cooling ſhade, till the burning ſun of perſe- 
cution ſhall go down, and the fiery heat of pai 
and affliction ſhall finally ceaſe ! Flee for 
td this hope ſet before th 
. —Forſake all known ſin, uſe every appointed 
means of grace, and be alſo careful to maintain and 
excel in good works, but yet reſt not there, Oh! 
tarry not in all the plain of duty, but eſcape to this 
mountain leſt thou be conſumed. And thus like 
juſt Lot, thou ſhalt be delivered from the common 

' overthrow of the impenitent and unbelieving, and 
halt ſing the praiſes of thy Deliverer and Saviour 
world without end. | 


So | C5 ” 4 
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and barren ſoul, and reſt thee under 


* 


ee, and all ſhall be well 
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SERMON IV. 


2 THESS. i. 9. 


Who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruftion 
from the preſence of the Lord and the glory of 


his power. | | 
1. OW infallibly certain, and how aſto- 
| niſhingly grand and ftriking, are the 
events preſented to our view by the Apoftle in 4 a 
this alarming paſſage of holy writ ! How well - Bn 
worthy the ſerious attention and devout contem- 
plation of all who love the appearing of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, yea, and of all mankind ! 
And yet (ning it is!) Mey are in ral 
overlooked and diſregarded, even by thoſe who 
profeſs to be aſſured of them! | 
2. The revolutions which are continually hap- 
> pening in the petty ſtates and fluctuating affairs of 
tis world; the acceſſion of temporal princes to 
| their tranſitory dignities and corruptible crowns ; 
the poor and inſignificant conqueſts obtained by ; 
worms of the earth over their fellow-reptiles ; 
the approach of earthly judges, and the trial, 
condemnation, and puniſhment of the violaters 
of human laws, theſe #* events which ſhort- 


- 


"conſequence enough to 41 


ſighted mortals deem, 
occupy their 2 private, to employ their 
tongues in converſation, and to dignify the annals 


of hiſtory, They think, they talk, they write 
of theſe, | | 
3˙ iv 
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8. In the mean time, the grand revolution of 
univerſal nature; the glorious exaltation of the 
Prince of the kings of the earth ; his compleat F 
and 3 triumph over principalities and 
powers, and all the potent enemies of his govern- \ 
ment; the coming of the final Judge of angels 
and of men; the deciſive trĩal of the whole world 
at his bar; and the infinite and eternal rewards. 
E = and puniſhments then to be diſpenſed to immor- 

14 tal ſouls, united to incorruptible bodies; —theſe 
ſubjects, en, Ta. yond thought, and 
grand beyond compariſon, are, alas ! too gene- 
rally treated with indifference and neglect! "Theſe 
are judged unfit; for meditation in ſecret, leſt they 
ſhould make us melancholy ; unworthy of a place 
in polite. and gentee] company, for fear they 
ſhould damp their mirth and ſpoil their pleaſure ; 
and ſure it is, he who means to 4 either ho- 
nour or profit by his pen, muſt take care not to 
employ it on theſe dreary and puritamcal (not to 
ſay methodiſtical) Ghee for which this light 


and ai nor | | 
4. Bleſſed be God, that theſe heart-improvit 
| ſubjects have any place left whither to retire-! 
i. - Bleiled be God, that they are not yet quite ban- 
| iſhed out of the world! They are till (thanks 
to Divine Providence !) allowed to remain-in our 
- Y - ABibles, and now and then (though not often) ta 
aſcend the pulpit, and give ſerious inſtructions ta 
a few of the poor and illiterate, who are not 
arrived to ſuch a pitch of refinement as to think 
it beneath them to attend their lectures. But 
. who knows how ſoon the will be forced from 
| this their laſt retreat? o knows how ſoon 
this jovial and licentious age, will forbid us to 
mention death and judgment, heaven and hell, 
even in the pulpit, and confine us to diſcourſe on 
ſubjects which have * tendency to alarm e 
Mn | » 


| 
| 
| 
— 


* 


des, and make their minds uneaſy 


| {664 
* 


—— 
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* 
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| However, as 
. this is not row caſe, let us not neglect to im- 
prove the liberty wherewith we are indulged, and 
in purſuance of our ſubject, let us, as was propoſed, 

in our laſt diſcourſe, 7 
Secondly, Take a more particular view of the 
nature and duration of the miſery of the wicked, 
as proved and explained in the preceding Sermon. 
I. But here I confeis my mind recoils. I feel 
a a ſenſible reluctance to enter upon the conſider» 
ation of ſo dark and diſmal a ſubject; a ſubject 
which yet I believe very nec to be conſider- 
ed, and not leſs profitable. For doubtleſs our 
Lord and his Apoſtles, would never recommend 
ſuch painful meditations to us, if they were not 
— calculated to yield us much fruit. To 
ſay nothing of their tendency to reſtrain us from ſin 
Dand prompt us to duty; to excite us to diligence, 
and awaken. our ſleepy ſouls to wa care 
/ and fearful circumſpection; reflections upon that 
Future .and.eternal:muſery, which is reſerved for 
the impenitent and unbelieving finner, and is the 
juſt deſert of us all, may be of great uſe to en- 
ereaſe our nee under all the afflictions and 
troubles of this life, ſo light and momentary in 
compariſon. of it. And, at the ſame time, to 
conſider this miſery in contraſt with that exceed- 
ing great and eternal weight of glory, which is 
the free gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt, will 
tend to enlarge our conceptions of that great ſal- 
vation which Chriſt-hath wrought out for us, and, 
of conſequence to endear the Saviour to us, to 
whom we owe our - rggemption from the curſe of 
the Jaw, and our delWerance from the wrath to 


come, 

2. Away then with this reluctance ! with this 
« fooliſh this treacherous compaſſion,” (as the 
benevolent and meek Doddridge calls it) * mw 
chules 


T6] 

« chuſes rather to leave men to be conſumed, than 
« diſturb their ſlumbers. Let us ſeriouſly ad- 
dreſs ourſelves to the 2 — of a ſu = 
which, though. dreary and unpromiting in appear 
ance, is notwithſtanding, productive of much 
wholeſome fruit. Oh, that it may prove ſuch to 
us all !—Sorry ſhould I be; by diſcourſing on this 
head, only to torment ſome of you before the time; 
and yet if you ſeriouſly attend to what ſhall be "YN 
_ and after all {till reſolve to remain in your 

ins, it cannot be expected to produce any other 
effect. If, therefore, that is your reſolution, if you 
are not diſpoſed to bid adieu to all iniquity, and 


give yourſelves up to the ſervice of God without | 


reſerve, I would adviſe you to withdraw, and for- 


bear hearing a diſcourſe which, while that is your 


diſpoſition, can only diſtreſs you. Withdraw, 
however, with this perſuaſion, that you are 4now- 


* 


ingly and toilfily — — into an go of miſery, - 
whi 


ch have not courage to ope to 
Ea if I a —— 


behold; and this — 

be as a thorn to diſt —— 
and pleaſure, and as wormwood and gall. inter- 
mixed with your cups of riot and exceſs! Oh, 
that it may after all rouſe you from the one, 
and make you nauſeate the other, before you 
make your bed in hell, and drink the flames of 
. Tn de Seiter diſcourſe cen this fü, tn 

3. e former e $ 

which the text was 1 the Fr 
eſtabliſhed, it was obſerved, that the deſtruction 


here ſpoken of, ſignified, zſt, « The utter ruin 


of their once holy and 


nature, and the 
« final death of. all thel 


comforts and their 


“ hopes; and 2dly, “ the entire perverſion of 


* - Ps powers ag car G0 _ then 
only in diſhonouring rne- 
* "> 0g — uu compleatly * 


TL 
Let as enlarge on theſe two particulars, and 
men, as was propoſed, 3dly, earneſtly addreſs 
both faints and ſinners, on this important ſubject. 


And 1it, Their atice holy and happy nature ihall 


uined, and all their comforts and 
hopesifially dert. 
1. Indeed their holineſs and happineſs was in 


Zeality loſt in this world, though not irrecoverably. 


b 


Even here, where the true light enlighteneth every 
man that cometh into the world, they were de- 
2 ſm-and immerſed in miſery, but they 
knew it not. Being laid faft afleep by the opi- 
/ates of Satan and amuſed by many pleaſing dreams 
of worldly vanity, invented in great variety to 
.employ and entertain them, they wiſt not what 


had befallen them. But intoxicated with the en- 
7 chanting cup of pleaſure and in the midſt of their 


freedom of their | wi 


1 though plunged 1 filth of 
aach , and. Lal bound by gigantic jute 

(talked much of the purity of their — Ryo 
L. and che light and liberty 
in which they walk d. Though the Devil's cap- 
tives, confined by him in the priſon of ſin, bolted 


and barred by unbelief, and in the territories of 


U 


hell; yet were they as eaſy and unconcerned, as 
if they had been 
nd felicity. 401.) 


d of all poſſible honour 
2. At times, indeed, the ſtormy blaſt of ad- 


verſity, the painful ſmart of ation, or the ter- 
ror of God's threatnings, diſturbed their repoſe, 
and almoſt awakened their fleepy ſouls : but ano-— 


. 


of. Satan's. cup ſtupifying their 


le ſong of “ Peace, peace”? 
,- lulled them to ſleep again, 


ſounding in their. . 


while in filently doubled their fetters' and chains 
and unbelief, ſtopping up every avenue of divine 


light, added freſn locks and bolts to their priſon 
doors. And now they ſleep more W and 


[%] 


dream more madly 
— - 3 — | | 
Scenes 

one behind the back of another, that — 
not awake out of their fluni 

ficers of divine juſtice break. apen their 
priſon, and bring them forth by 'j death for 
tion, when the imac pany my Nanga 
ed, the things which make for their erde are. for 
ever K * 2 eyes. 2 3 5 
3. Then their ſleeping and I nd to- 
gether. They roberts — to a moſt keen 


and dreadful ſenſe of the ruin of their nature, and 
che final. death of all their comforts and their 
hopes—They now fecl in a manner words can- 
not deſcribe, from.what an height of holineſs and 
happineſs, into what a depth of , guilt and 
they are fallen. Deſtitute of their Fuer image, 
confounded at the diſcovery of their nakedneſs 
and deformity, they fly from the preſence of the 
light, and the fight of ſaints arid angels, now in- 
tolerable; and o'erwhelmed with ſhame and ever- 
laſting contempt, ſeek for refuge from the 
they ſuffer under the ſhades of infernal darkneſs. 
But alas ! the flames of hell, though black and 
diſmal, afford Tight enough to detnonftrate their 
folly and depravity, while the arrows of almighty 
indignation, prepared by inexorable juſtice, 5 
directed by unerring wildom, putſue and overtake 
„ an I Po through with unknown 
Aorrows, Ja ow at the * of that 
lake, -whic 245 with ſtreams of brimftone, 


*kindled by the breath ovah, ſwells, weber 
and torments their, ov 


4. Their once hol and happy nature is now 
ruined, net and finall 5 — 2 any 
temed e moſt di est of recovery. 


bd. eſſe though dale 


. 


1 


* 


(1 
| 


* 
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„ diuals, yeti corrupted byithe worm of ſin, bein 
dec 3-4 the ebb of time, down the im 
2” iver of life, are 'now hurried, beyond the bar of 
death into the fiery and ee ſea of di- 
vine wrath. In this moſt tempeſtuous ocean, 
toſſed by the furious winds of almighty indigna- 
tion, upon the raging billows of inſupportable tor 
f ment, they ſuffer à ſpeedy and an eternal ſhip- 
Wreck. Dafhed-upon the rocks of ruin, or ſwal- 
lowed up in the gulph of. deſpair, they are entire. 
y loſt, and not one broken piece of holineſs or 
happineſs remains, nor ſo much as a ſingle plank 
of hope, upon which they may expect, though 
after millions of ages, to eſcape to ſome land of 
r 


nnn 
7 Bound to the bottom of the flaming pool, 
eee Tho! loath, and ever loud-blaſpheming, owns 
„ "*Tis juſtly doom'd to pour eternal gs 
To talk to fiery tempeſts, and — 
The raging flame to give its fury o'er ; 
* 'Fo-writhe, to toſs, to pant beneath its load, 
?*© And bear the weight of an offended Gd... 
And now they have no {leepy . opiates to make 
them forget, for one moment, their miſery; no 
amuſement to divert their attention from their in- 
tolerable. pain, and no conſolation left to lighten, 
in any degree, the dreadful weight of their ſuffer- 


Io their moſt ditrefiing ſituation here, ſome 


=Y 


alleviating eircumſtances rendered their affliction 


tolerable—Some remaining good, in part relieved _ 
- deem mer tear resteſt loſſes ; fme. Cord, | 
timely 1 „ them under their 
ſevereſt troubles, and ſome ſympathiz ing friend, 
kindly interpoſing, took a ſhare of their cares 
upon himſelf, 44 helped them to bear the b ur- 
and 


dem of their woe. Orr if theſe things al 


* 


* 4 
* 
4847 -- 
Ex = LA . 
- 4" 
22 a... 


| & 5 | 
and they were reduced to the very eitrenity of "MI 


diſtreſs, t eren then RY 
which in this wand * eit $f! . 


Springs eternal in the human breaſt,” . 


" Darin a ray of comfort through the oom, pre- 

raters mr d from becoming 2 But 
noto there is the reverſe of all 5. * All, all is 
loſt, en loſt, and nothin Wer 
3 poſſible evil hath — them, and 

poſſible circumſtance of aggravation | No 

— oling friend lightens their load of forrow!!, 
No beam of hope promiſes any advantageous 
change] But on the, contrary, tormenting fiends 
and malicious ſpirits add to their weight of ſul - 
ferings, by cruel upbraidings, and black deſpait, 
Hovering 2 their delpontiog fouls, Aaps * 
* l * 5 
«© Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where j jobs: 
Where peace can never come, hope never comes, i 
* That comes to all; but torment without end 
«« Still urges, and a fiery delage fad; 2555551 18 
% With ever · burning ſulphur unconſum'd. 5 7 


. But farther (if we have courage to ventufe 
further into theſe dreary territories of the prince 
of N che deſtruction ſpoken of in our text 


| "ly, The entire A of all their  facul- 
ies, ſo 'that they ſerve only to encreaſe their tor- 
nent and render them moſt compleatly wretched, 
Er us conſider them briefly and in order. » 
1. Tde imagination, freed from every clog, 
' wherewith its motions were once impeded, — — 
it was incumbered by fleſh and blood, bein 
' rendered quick and active as a diſembodi Pirt, 
zs perpetuall traverſing, with incredible ſpe — | 
: | dnwearied 9 


+2, 1 
| ' * 
&- h 
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Wi 1 forms, and thereby = 
! 2 affrighted ſoul in continual terror diſ- 
| - oi ma — Poe underſtanding, cleared of all the 
1 5 of ignorance and fumes of prejudice, Where 
1 with it waoebſcured in this any» wr now diſ- 
<erning every thing in its true light, is ever un- 
happily buſied in comparing the joys of heaven 
with the torments of bel, and Zoning the 
happineſs they have loſt, with the miſery they have 
incurred. It remonſtrates, in terms wound 
and pierce their inmoſt ſouls, upon their ingra- 
titude, folly, and perverſenefs, in rejecting a felici 
| 0 valuable in itſelf, ſo dearly bought, and 
\ freely and repeatedly offer'd ; kilo in” contra- 
diction to reaſon, — and: intereſt ; againſt 
che cleareſt light and the greateſt love; notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt ſolemn warnings and earneſt in- 
treaties, the exhortations, -prayers, tears, and 
blood of of the Son of God himſelf, they #nowingly 
and evilfully plunged into a depth of woe, from 
whence there is no redemption. 
2. In this work of torment, the underſtanding 
receives no ſmall aſſiſtance from the memory, 
ſtrengthened to an amagi degree. This 
faculty brings in review their whole fe, and pre- 
ſents to the active mind an endleſs variety of cir- 
cumſtances, which a e like oil pour'd into | 
the fire, to feed the es of their miſery, 
make them burn with more unabating fury At 
reminds them, on the one hand of the many and 
undeſerved mercies of a kind Creator, a patient 
Preſerver and a gracious Redeemer, which might 
have warmed the coldeſt breaſt with fervent gra- 
titude and love, and on the other, of the various 


and — go judgments exccuted 1 — gef el 
the world, for e 2 | 
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doers, which might have broken in pieces the moſt 
rocky and adamantine heart. But their breaſts 
remained, after all, ſtill. cold as ice, and their 
hearts hard as as a nether 'illtone It brings 
to their remembrance the ſuperintending care of 
'a kind and watchful providence, which perpetually 
and wiſely, ordered all for their good, removed 
their hindrances, afforded them helps, and put 
them in the moſt - favourable circumſtances for 


their reſtazation, |, But they perverſely, by a 2 1 


bolical, (kill, in rr extracted a 
bitter out of every ſweet, tutned their helps into 
chindrances ayd.their gon into eviöl .. 

3. By the help o memory they ecolle F 


the many free and gracious offers of reconcilia--.. 5 


tion which were made them by the Ambaſſadors 
of Chriſt, -accompanied with repeated and prei- 
ling invitations, to accept thoſe offers and faithful 
warnings of approaching miſery if they neglected 
them, They remember how all theſe were; time 
after time, attended by the influences of the ſpirit, 
diſpoſing their minds to conſider and improve 
them. At times they were inclined to comply; 
and almoſt perſuaded- to be Chriſtians, eſpecially 
when an alarming Providence, cut off by a ſudden 
and unexpected ſtroke, fome near relation or dear 
friend, or laid a heavy hand of affliction upon 
themſelves: But alas ! ſome hurry of idle buſineſs 
£ occupied their. minds, ſome phantom of, empty 
y applauſe engaged their purſuit, ſome intoxicating 
. _ draught of the cup of. pleaſure, unhappily taken 
- drowned their convictions, or ſome frothy com- 
pany or vain amuſement, diverted; their attention 
from the gne'thing needful l And thus they have 
for ever; loſt; that exceeding great and eternal 
. Weight, of glory, which they had once ſo fair an 
opportunity of attaining, and ſunk into an un- 
fathomable depth of woe, out of which there is 
no deliverance! RL 
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| pf exceſs, conſcience now 
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L 5 N 
in the mean tine coxfelence is" not ihe, 
Once indeed 


9 - 


„ She ſeem'd to * Ss 


On roſe and myrtle, lull'd with ſyren ſong: 


_ © Once ſhe ſeem d, nodding o'er * charge to * 
On headlong appetite the ſlacken'd rein, 
And sive them up to licence unrecall'd.“ 


But it was all deceit. Even then ſhe regiſtered 
All their thoughts, and words, and works, and 
_ 4 dae and —— account of their 
ole con o temper of mind, no acti 
of life eſcaped her obſervation; 3 „ * 


vt The i intormer noted every fault, 
% And her dread diary with horror fla: P 
'«« 'Unnotic'd mark'd each moment miſap 
* On leaves more durable than thoſe of 1 
'«© Wrote their whole hiftoty; which now) ſhe. ready 
'6 In every pls clinquent Fprivite ear.” _ 


For'being no longer bribed bed by in, nor Rupifid 
7 


the vrhole 7 and —— moſt dread- 


have told, — — a | 
fraud, and oppreſſion they have committed, the 
— the have abuſed, the judgments they have 
he gives them a particular detail '6f 

na 2 of their ingratitude and 'diſobe- 
dience to him, who was at once their moſt in- 
dulgent parent and bountiful Denefactor; and en- 
_ much upon their hypocriſy bebore an heart= 


| fi 
Þ 


InJ 


ſearching God, their formality in the worſhip of 


32 * is a Spirit, and their lukewarmneſs in 
rſuit of immortal honour and eternal 
— this long - neglected, and now — — 
by revengeful power, perpetually. holds.out to 
their view che glaſs of God's holy law, which 
confounds and torments them with the diſcove 
of their filthineſs and deformity. Look 
x4 they will, their ſins, the offpring of their 
. 4 ſummoned by conſcrence, in all. their num- 


| 


ravations, dreſt in the moſt frightful ; 


— armed ith the moſt dreadful inſtru- 
83 torture, — in the face wih 

eance, upon them with in- 
ſatiable but. Thus like * infer nal, fend, ſhe _ 


laſhes their ſouls with whips and ſcorpions, while ; 


as a worm ſhe gnaws and conſumes their inwards; | 
or like — oo —— r 


6. Audi e the — faculties, the moſt no- 
ble of our nature, are thus -buſy in executi 
upon them the indignation and wrath of an 
fended God, for their depravation and abuſe of 
thoſe faculties, ſurely the inferior powers, which 


are but ſervants to the ſuperior, will nat be: ſuf- 


ſered to remain unemployed. —The:paſions have 

a conſiderable ſhare in this work of ven 

aſſigned them, and that juſtly, for they 1 4 

chief part in ſoliciting man 2 

of the paſſions which imply happineß in their 
very nature, ſuch as gſteem, and hope, and r 

never viſit theſe dreary arg but tak 

abode in purer climes, and under 2 

of a milder ſky. But all thoſe' which ſin hath 

debauched made pregnant with woe, are ba- 

F 

| an where they are 
n employed in digging dee no mines 


— 
J 
14 
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— 


- 
* 


L 744 
of miſery, and forming of helliſn metal inſtru- 
ments of puniſhment, wherewith to torture 
damned ſpirits. . ne 

7. Thus thoſe unhappy creatures feel inſatia- 
ble defires after objects infinitely and eternally re- 
moved from them, while to objects ever preſent 
and before them, they have an infinite hatred 
and an unconquerable averſion. A deluge of re- 
medileſs ſorrow perpetually overwhelms them on 
account of the torment they already ſuffer; but 
as if they ſuffered nothing in compariſon of what 
was yet to come, they are ever terrified with the 
moſt dreadful fear of unknown waves of woe, 
which they ſee continually- rifing in tremendous 
mountains, one behind another, and ready to 
burſt upon their hopeleſs ſoul with a freſh flood 
of affliction! FEA? 0B 22} 
8. And, ahl what they ſuffer from the morti« 
fication of their pride, and the everieſting ſhame - 

and contempt wherewith they are loaded! Proud 
as Lucifer, they deem themſelves worthy of the 
higheſt dignity, when behold! they are ſunk to 
the loweſt point of r and are only noti- 
ced to be hiſſed and diſpiſed. Hence they fret, rave, 
and tear; they ſwell with reſentment and rage to- 
wards God and one another. The rancour which 
boils in their breaſts vents itſelf in revengeful 
looks, horrid imprecations, and impotent efforts 
of diſappointed cruelty. Diſcontent, reſtleſs and 
impatient; anger, loud and boiſterous z envy, 
P pu and ghaſtly; malice, implacable and fierce : 
ſhort, all the paſſions (capable of miſery) like 

ſo many dogs of hell, let looſe and enraged, at the 
beck of the prince of darkneſs and his malicious 
crew, with infernal howlings and barking rage, 
ſurround, attack, and rend their wretched fouls, 
crying out for help in vain, with piteous wailinge 
and loud laments ! Such is * 
2 at | * Woe's 


181 
« Woe's wide empire, where deep troubles toſas 
« Loud ſorrows howl, invenom'd paſſions bite; 


% Rav' nous calamities their vitals ſeize, 


« And threat'ning fatewide opens to devour,” - 


9. What hath hitherto been faid, refers only to- 
the miſery: ariſing from the abuſed and corrupted. 
faculties of their /ouls ;. but I muſt not forget to 
mention, on this occaſion, the ſufferings peculiar 
to the bodies, wherewith the wicked will be pun- 
iſhed at the morning of the reſurrection.— And 
here, to ſay nothing of that fiery lake, to the 
bottom of which they will be chained by deſpiſed 
mercy, converted into inexorable wrath, and 
which ſurrounds their whole body with its ſcorch- 
ing flames, and inſinuates itſelf /ike water inte: 
* their bowels, and like oil into their bones: All their 
ſenſes, which. were. formerly excitements to luſt 
and inlets to fin, together with all their members: 
4 on earth as inſtruments of iniquity, are 
now, by the appointment of infinite juſtice, be- 
eome inlets to. miſery and inſtruments of pun- 
iſhment. Their eyes ' accuſtomed to behold 
ſcenes of pleaſure and objects of delight, are now 
terrified with. the fight of hideous forms and 
frightful ſhapes.. Their ears, wont to be enter- 
tained with wanton ſongs and melodious muſic, 
are now ſhocked with doleful groans, lament- 
able ſhrieks,, and horrible howlings. Their 
. noſtrils, formerly revived with fi odours 
and rich perfumes, are now offended with the 
intolerable ſtench of ſulphur, and rottenneſs, while 
their ta/ie; uſed to be r with the moſt gen- 
erous wines ard ric dainties, is now tor- 
mented with the nauſeouſneſs of brimſtone and 
putrefaction. In the mean time, their hands, 
their feet, their heads, their hearts, their whole 
body, in ſhort, W its members, ſhares he 


; 0 * wh 


| [74] 
+ the woe, and contributes to the puniſhment of 
theſe miſerable wretches. Thus 


% All thoſe powers heaven gave them to ſuppl 

% "Their ſoul with 3 bring im . 
KRiſe up in arms againſt them, join the foe, 
4 Senſe, reaſon, memory, encreaſe their woe; 
% And there their voice, ordain'd on hymns to dwell, 
<<. Corrupts to groans, and blows the flames of hell; 
“ There they muſt looR-yth terror on their gain, 
.« And with exiſtence, only meaſure pain. 


10. Such. is the deſtruction wherewith Chriſt, 
when. he cometh, will recompence thoſe who 
know not God and oy not the goſpel, I mean, 
this as a faint picture of it. For as to their mi- 
ſery itſelf, fo far have I been, while attempting to 
deſcribe it, from dipping my pencil in-too deep 
Colours, that the whole creation affords none deep 
enough to repreſent a thouſandth part of its great- 
neſs. For as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther hath it entered into the heart' of man to con- 
ceive what God hath prepared oe; thoſe- who' love 
Him; ſo the fame may we affirm concerning the 
torments reſerved for thoſe who hate him. Eye 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it en- 
' tered into the heart of man to conceive theſe : our 
* moſt enlarged conceptions fall infinitely ſhort 
of them. However, we ſee enough of them 
(one would ſuppoſe) to awaken our fear, and 
arm our ſouls with watchful care to avoid them. 
This is the end I have had in view, in diſcourſi 
on this diſagreeable ſubject. I mean hereby, thro 
the grace of God, to _—_ ever ſharing 
' theſe unknown ſufferings, proving, to your 
eternal ſorrow, how infinitely my deſcription falls 
' ſhort of their reality. And that I may not miſs 
my aim, I beg leave to addreſs you a moment b 
way of application and improvement, before 
: "conclude, : 1 | 
And 
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perpetually liable to all the unknown 


thomable horrors of this miſery, * Les, this 


great gulph which Chriſt and his apoſtles have 
unvailed to your view, and adviſed you to caſt 
a look towards, before you plunge headlong into 
it; this abyſs of miſery, beneath your very feet, 


as it were, 172 <3 a | 
* Expands its jaws how dreadful to ſarvey ! 
«© And roars outrageous for. its deſtin'd prey.” . 


And 1ſt, Let me intreat you to recolle& what I 
has been proved, and .to - ** While 
ou know not God and obey not the goſpel, you are 
- an 4 


Ah, my friends! be not ſo childiſh as to think th 


bare ſhutting your eyes againſt its diſmal loom, | 


pierced with ſhafted lightening, and ſtreak d 
with ſpiry flames, will make it ceaſe to exift 
prevent your —_ into it, or render it in any 
degree the more tolerable. As well might you 
think to extinguiſh the ſun by cloſing your eyes, 
or to avoid a cannon ball by looking another way. 
You may indeed turn away your light from this 


perdition, fix your attention on ſome more agree- 


able ſubject, and ſo avoid the preſent pain which 
ſuch refletions might produce, But alas 2 
will gain little by this; for to ſhun the conſider- 
ation of this miſery now is the way to continue 
in ſin. and ſuffer it eternally hereafter. 

2. And wilt thou then {hut thine eyes and leap 
wilfully and obſtinately into ruin? Ah ſinner, 
think what thou doſt ! And haſt tnõu then count - 


ed the coſt? Canſt thou indeed bear this de- 


vouring fire which yet will not conſume thee ? 


Canſt thou dwell with theſe everlaſting burnings, 
eh, 


for which thou wilt be the ever-laſting fu 
Wa 


Thy torment muſt tranſcend 
The reach of time, deſpair a diſtant end, 


« With 


+ 
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Wich dreadful growth ſhoot forward and ariſe 
Where thought can't follow and bold fancy dies. 
Poor unhappy wretch? how infatuated muſt thou 
be !—If thy mind were not totally blinded by the 
god of this world, and thy very ſenſes drench'd in 
| 5 power of diſoerning or feeling left, I 
would alk thee how thou couldſt bear to be ſud- 
denly ſtript of all thy earthly poſſeſſions, ay 
8 


"4 I deſerted. of all thy friends, arreſted by merci 


creditors, confined in a dark dungeon, loaded 
with heavy irons ; and in this condition, ſtarving 
with hunger and cold, and deſtitute of every 
necellary accommodation and attendance, to be 
viſited with torturing pain or ſome loathſome diſ- 
eaſe? Sure thou haſt love enough for thy money, 
ty credit, thy friends, thy li 77 thy h 

and in fine, thy life, to ſee that all theſe calamities 
befalling thee at once, would be indeed intolerable, 
to #hee (at leaſt) who haſt no intereſt in God 
and heaven. But ſurely thou doſt not think that 


all cheſe calamities put together, and ten thouſand 


times more and greater, can give an adequate re- 
preſentation of doleful place, which infinite 


>vifdom hath contrived, almighty power prepared, 
3 — * Juſtice deſtin d for the pugiſhment | 


of incorrigible tranſgreſſors? | 

Believe me, all the evils thou haſt ever beheld 
with thine eyes, heard with thine ears, or con- 
ceived in heart, nay, all that chou couldſt 


ever conceive, if thou waſt to ſpend an eternity 


in doing nothing elſe, but deviſing forms of woe 
and changes of miſery, if all colected together 
and appointed to befall thy wretched ſelf in one 


moment of time, would not furniſh thee with 
an adequate idea of that future and everlaſting 


ruin, in which (if thy ſpeedy repentance prevent 


not) thou muſt, ere long, lift up thy ghaſtly eyes, 


begging 


nſuality, and ſtupifred by the opiates of fin, if thou 


7 


| [ 77 ] 257 — * "i 
gging in vain for a drop of water to cool thy Mi 
_ becauſe thou wilt be tormented in that 
flame.—And then, Eternity! Eternity! ah, to 
ſpenda never-ending eternity in ſuch anguiſh! To 
be „ages and ages, and ſucceeding ſtill new 
ages,” in that lake of fire, burning with brim- 
ſtone, and after millions of ages are paſt and gone, 1 
Riill to have the wretched conſolation of knowing 
. dat thy miſery is no nearer an end, but all, as 
it were, to begin again! Ah ! who can bear even 
to think of this ! The very thought of ſuch woe 
is enough to make one's blood run chill, and fill 
one's ſoul with horror] It is enough to make one's 
Ne giddy with fear, to * down that dark and 
ery pit into which poor ſinners are perpetuall 
> tek wh blinded ang inſenſible, till the : 
trating fire make them feel, and the glaring 
flames of Tophet open their eyes to behold them- 
ſelves undone for ever | 
4. Ah! flee, ſinner! flee from this wrath to 
| come !—But ftay, and firſt falling down on thy 
| knees, ſolemnly praiſe God, that it is not yet too 
late. Thank him from thy inmoſt ſoul, that he 
has not yet cut thee down, and aſſigned thee thy 
portion in this place of torment ! But oh! dare+ 
not, at the peril of thy ſoul, tempt his long- 
ſuffering any longer Do not perſiſt to ovate th: 
that fierce and almighty wrath which thy ſins have 
already kindled againſt thee, and which (had not 
the precious blood. of Chriſt been poured upon 
the fame) would long, ere now, have utterly . 
ronſumed thy unholy ſoul, and made thee a mo- 
nument of vengeance to others ! Do not, I fay, . - 
perſiſt to provoke an holy God, leſt Chriſt mou | 
ceaſe to interpoſe, and fiery indignation ſhould, in 
an inſtant, blaſt all thy hopes, and devour thee as 
his adverſary ! Conſider how many years he has 
already interceded for thy barren ſoul, Let him 
| | £ fa alone 
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